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N THESE days especially, advertising has a 
highly important place in maintaining a normal 
volume of business. Consumers will profit by a 
careful study of the offers now being made by the 
reliable, well-established manufacturers and pro- 
ducers, and thousands of TIMES readers have learned 
the value of reading every week the advertising 
columns. Are you making full use of these? 




















Closer 
By Louise Upham Brooks 


HAT matters it that others speed 
On highways smooth and wide, 
If this thy marrow way but press 
Thee closer to His side? 








Discovering “How to Find God” 


Do we need “a fresh statement about God that 
will satisfy youth’? We are told that this is what 
the age is calling for. The Rev. Sydney Strong in- 
vites the public to furnish answers in not over 300 
words to the question, How to Find God, the fifty 
best replies to be published in an inexpensive book. 
But the replies must be original. Mr. Strong says 
this democratic plan “will stimulate people to formu- 
late their ideas” and should produce answers “best 
calculated to satisfy the intelligence of modern youth.” 
Well-known Christian leaders are sponsoring the un- 
dertaking. Dr. Clarence A. Barbour, President of 
Brown University; Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Federal Council; Dr. Daniel 
A. Poling, President of the International Christian 
Endeavor; and Fred W. Ramsey, General Secretary 
of the National Council of the Y. M. C. A., will 
choose a commiftee to select the fifty best statements. 
All this is very strange reading for those old-fashioned 
Christians who have supposed that this question was 
answered long ago with finality. As a matter of fact, 
men never can discover how to find God; for that 
reason God himself has revealed the answer. For men 
to think that they can prepare “a fresh statement 
about God,” thus setting aside God’s Word in order 
to improve upon it, is attempting to improve upon 
God, —and it is rather difficult to do this. It may 

“satisfy the intelligence of modern youth,” — that, 
unfortunately, is not saying much. It will not satisfy 
the intelligence of God, nor of any honest human be- 
ings who really want God at any cost. The answer 
to the question is given more than once in the Scrip- 
tures, and in very much less than 300 words. Here 
is one answer: “Jesus saith unto him, I am the 
way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me” (John 14:6) This is not “orig- 
inal” with any mere human being, therefore it can- 
not qualify as one of the Fifty Best Statements to be 
selected by. the committee chosen by the distingttished 


ministers and leaders. Another answer, in still fewer 


words, is addressed to those who “were without 
Christ, . having no hope, and without God in the 
world,” and makes the joyous declaration: ‘But 


now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off 
are made nigh by the blood of Christ” (Eph. 2: 13). 
When an old-time doubter saw the risen Lord Jesus 
he. cried out, “My Lord and my God.” The Lord 
Jesus in his reply gave the answer for youth and 
grown people of all generations: “Blessed are they 
that have not seen, and yet have believed” (John 20: 


29). 
=< 
The Old Mentality 


What is the cure for war? Many cures are 
being offered today, but none of them has yet worked. 
The Great War was said to have been fought to end 
war; it did not. A striking article recently appeared 
in the newspapers by Viscount Cecil of Chelwaod, 
formerly a British representative at the League of 
Nations. He quoted Prime. Minister MacDonald’s 
statement to the House of Commons in comment on 
the results of the London Naval Conference: “The 
nations undoubtedly are falling back into their old 
mentality.” Said Viscount Cecil: “This is a for- 
midable statement. . . . For, if we are falling back 
into our old mentality, there is only too much reason 
to fear that the old mentality will produce the old 
results.” No truer word could be spoken. “The old 
mentality” began in the Garden of Eden, when man 
sinned in rebellion against God; and men from that 
day to this have not slipped back into, but have re- 
mained in, this desperately helpless and hopeless old 
mentality, which is “enmity against God: for it is 
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be” 
(Rom. 8:7). Men who are at war with God are 
bound to be at war with one another in spirit con- 
tinually, even though this warring spirit does not 


always manifest itself in open outbreaks. James asks 

and answers: “From whence-come wars and fight- . 
ings among you? come they not hence, even of your 

lusts that war in your members?” (Jas. 4:1.) Vis- 

count Cecil says further: “The old tendencies which 

ultimately led to war are once more wanting to assert 

themselves.” Of arbitration and agreements he says: 

“Even the latter have the weakness that they depend 

upon the good will of the parties to them.” It is a fatal 

weakness, for there is no real or permanent good will 

possible in the hearts of men except by the new birth 

from above, when men receive Christ as Saviour and 

Lord. Of. the man who has not done this the Psalmist 
says, in the unfailing accuracy of inspiration: “The 

words of his mouth were smoother than butter, but 

war was in his heart: his words were softer than 
oil, yet were they drawn swords” (Psa. 55:21). 


i 
The Cost of Companionship 


‘Many people are too busy for companionship. 
Even Christian people may be so active that they 
have little time for fellowship with one another, and 
—worse still—little time for fellowship with the 
Lord. “Companionship with Jesus Christ always 
means time. Let us beware. lest being busy crowds 
him out.” A too active life may be a starved life. 
If this is true of the lack of human friendships, how 
much greater is the loss through lack of our Lord's 
fellowship. Mary took time to be quietly with the 
Lord, with nothing.else to do but to sit at his feet 
and hear his word. Martha was too busy fer this, 
and showed her anxiety and trouble about many things 
because she was missing the “one thing needful.” The 
practical value of fellowship with the Lord is that 
we can accomplish, not less, but more, when we take 
time for this. One hour with him means more ef- 
fective activity and results in eleven hours than can 
ever be realized in twelve hours without him. 


Substituting Santa Claus for Christ 


A Christian Woman’s Protest 


solemnly promised myself that another Christ- 

mas would not pass without a protest from 
me to the parents and teachers—the grown-ups — 
of our land against the substitution of Santa Claus 
for Christ at Christmas time, both in the home and 
the Sunday-school. 

May I say a word or two with regard to my own 
childhood in this connection? I was brought up in 
a home where I believe all the adults were church 
members. I never recall any talk of Christmas as 
the birthday of our Lord. I do recall many times 
being asked what I wanted Santa Claus to bring 
me, and long stories about his wonderful workshop 
somewhere back of the North Pole. Had it not been 
for Sunday-school I might not even have known that 
it was His Day, or that any save that genial looking, 
red-faced gentleman had anything to do with it, that 
genial old man who would, if I were good, bring me 
a Christmas tree and fill my short ees to over- 
flowing. 

When I was seven a little girl of nine (and there 
is always a little boy or girl of nine somewhere in 
the neighborhood) told me she had seen our Christ- 
mas tree come up our.-front stoop. Rank heresy! 
My tree came down the: chimney! She insisted, and 
I protested. Finally I went into the house and asked 
one of the big people there about it. 

“Is there not a Santa Claus?” I queried. 

Back came the answer, immediate and convincing: 
“Certainly there is a Santa Claus, and any little girl 
who says there is none is a naughty little girl.” 

I was triumphant, and with all the exultation of 
the I-told-you-so I started down the stairs to tell 
that little girl, but my feet slipped, and when I looked 
for the cause, there, under my small shoes lay pine 
tree needles where the Christmas tree had been drag- 
ged upstairs! 

No number of exclamation marks can express my 


A‘ THE close of Christmas night last year I 


emotions. Some one had lied. A lie was one of the 
seven things God hated. I was not allowed to tell 
even a teeny weeny bit of a lie, —like saying I had 
only eaten one candy when I had eaten two, — with- 
out being punished br at least reproved for it. -My 
feet lagged. I cannot remember what I said to my 
neighbor. 

Nearly forty years have slipped by since then, but 
I can‘still feel the sickening sensation of that moment, 
and the distrust of the certainlies of grown people. 
Today I realize those grown people thought it was a 
harmless deluSion calculated to make a little child 
have a merrier Christmas than without the delusion. 
They meant well, these precious big people, and never 
dreamed that the discovery of their deception would 
create in my mind something which it would take years 
to undo. 

Time passed. I was a teacher in the Sunday-school, 
the place of all places where truth should be taught, 
and here I had to fight the other teachers who in- 
sisted that Santa Claus was necessary to the full en- 
joyment of a Christmas festival. When I served on 
the Christmas Entertainment Committee and examined 
programs prepared by leading denominations, I found 
the picture of the patron saint on one-third of the 
programs I handled. A shack at the back of the 
North Pole was substituted for the inn and the man- 
ger of Bethlehem, the noise of the prancing of rein- 
deer for the music of the angels’ song, and a big; 
fat, mythical Santa Claus for the One whose coming 
gave us Christmas Day, “Very God of Very God, 
begotten not created.” 

As superintendent of the Beginners Department in 
the Sunday-school I found that the thoughts of my 
little people were so full of Santa Claus they could 
not but talk about him. History was repeating itself, 
and their big people were substituting him for- the 
Christ of Bethlehem. 

As soon as -my niece was old enough she was told 
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about Santa Claus, a real man with a real house 
amid ice and snow. If she were not a good little girl, 
there would be no presents for her. If she were good, 
—well, there was very little she might not expect 
from this jolly old man. The many representatives 
on street corners with their keep-the-pot-a-boiling 
were, she explained to me, assistants to Santa Claus; 
but the real one always went to her house, slid down 
the two-by-two-six chimney, and brought with him 
a six to ten foot tree. 

Oh, yes, she knows about the , Babe of Bethlehem. 
She sings “Away in a manger,’ while she puts on 
her shoes: and stockings these cold winter mornings, 
and loves what she used to call the “Sadorum” song: 
“Oh, come, let us adore Him’; but Santa is more 
imminent, and if one is good, really awfully good, 
one may have pretty nearly everything one wants 
when Christmas morning comes. 

My little nephew wanted an ice cream cone one 
Sunday. His mother was trying to make him under- 
stand why we didn’t ‘buy on Sunday, and one thing 
we told him was that God gave us six days and took 
just one for himself. Little Bill was perfectly quiet 
for about five minutes and then came out with: “But, 
Mother, Santa Claus has just one day in the whole 
year, and yet he lets us do what we want and buy 
anything we want on his day.” 

Last year, in Christmas week I had dinner in a 
home where we were discussing this and a guest 
there whose veracity cannot be questioned told me 
that a friend of hers had two children who had been 
brought up to believe in Santa Claus. One Christmas 
Eve they were sent up to bed a bit earlier than was 
customary in order to give the big people time to 
trim the tree. These grown people got laughing a 
bit too loudly over some mechanical toy and the chil- 
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dren crept about a quarter of the way downstairs to 
learn what it was all about. There through half- 
open doors they beheld a sea of tissue paper, tinsel, 
balls, bells, pop-corn strings, peppermint canes, and 
—their parents trimming the tree. 

In their little pajamas they watched in silence, 
shivering ; then as some one approached the half-open 
door, they fled upstairs. 

“Let us say Our prayers quickly and ‘get in bed, 
I’m ’bout frozen,” said the little girl, the younger of 
the two. 

“Nothing doing,” said the boy, “THERE ISN’T ANY 
SANTA CLAUS AND THERE ISN’T ANY Gop.” 

Oh, you big people who have enjoyed the fun of 
having the chiidren believe in Santa Claus and who 
have laughed at their innocent remarks about him — 
I know you have meant well, I know you have meant 
to add to their merriment, but I do beg of you this 
Christmas-tide to restore Christ to his rightful place. 
Suppose he had never come! But he has. Let us 
tell them so, these little people he has entrusted to 
our care and teaching. 

This is a day when every woman’s magazine and 
some others are waging war on substitutes. The label 
of the can, jar, ‘box, container,— whatever it is, — 
must declare the contents of each package. If Santa 
Claus were analyzed what would he read? SANTA 
CLAUS, SUBSTITUTE FOR THE CHRIST OF BETHLEHEM. 
ARTIFICIAL THROUGHOUT. 

I come to you with the word of the Greeks of old: 
“We would see Jesus”; and in every home where tiny 
hands hold little toys, and little girls rock their new- 
born dollies to sleep, may they know that, because 
“God so loved the world that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son,” we remember him on this his Day and give 
gifts one to the other. 





By Whom Was Christ Crucified? 


On a recent Sunday our pastor preached a ser- 
mon about the Jews. 

Parts of the sermon were quoted by metropolitan 
Jewish papers with favorable comment. 

I was absent from the city and did not hear the 
sermon, but the following copied from the church 
bulletin board advertising the service gives an idea 
of what was presented. 

“Jesus was crucified not by the Jews but by human 
traditions that are still dominant in our Christian 
Society.” 

Is this Scriptural?—A Connecticut reader. 


God’s Word tells us that his Son was crucified by 
the Jews. When men tell us something else, we 
must choose between the opinion of men and the 
Word of God. 

The Lord Jesus himself knew and predicted that 
he must die at the hands of the Jews: “From that 
time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, 
how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and SUFFR MANY 
THINGS OF THE ELDERS AND CHIEF PRIESTS AND SCRIBES, 
AND BE KILLED, and be raised again the third day” 
(Matt. 16: 21). 

The Roman Governor Pontius Pilate attempted to 
prevent the crucifixion of Chrigt by dissuading the 
Jews from this, but he failed. “The CHIEF PRIESTS 
AND ELDERS persuaded the multitude that they should 
ask Barabbas, and pEstroy Jesus. ... / And the gov- 
ernor said, Why, what evil hath he done? But they 
cried out the more, saying, Let him be crucified. 
When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but 
that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and 
washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am 
inr.ctent of the blood of this just person: see ye to 
it. . . . Then released he Barabbas unto them: and 
when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be 
crucified” (Matt. 27: 20, 23, 24, 26). 

After the crucifixion “the CHIEF PRIESTS ANB PHARI- 
SEFS came together unto Pilate” and asked “that the 
sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest his 
disciples come by night, and steal him away, and say 
unto the people, He is risen from the dead: so the 
last error shall be worse than the first. Pilate said 
unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make it 
as sure as ye can. So they went, and made the 
sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch” 
(Matt. 27: 64-66). 

It was to the Jews at Jerusalem that Peter spoke, 
on the Day of Pentecost, when he said: “YE MEN OF 
IsrAEL, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
approved of God among you by miracles and wonders 
and signs, which God did by him in the midst of 
you, as ye yourselves also know: him, being delivered 
by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, 
YE HAVE TAKEN, AND BY WICKED HANDS HAVE CRU- 
CIFIED AND SLAIN: whom God hath raised up, having 
loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible 
that he should be holden of it” (Acts 2: 22-24). 

Later in that same inspired sermon Peter boldly 





declared: “Therefore let ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL 
know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, 
whom YE HAVE CRUCIFIED, both Lord and Christ” 
(Acts 2: 36). 

After the first miracle of healing wrought by the 
apostles after the day of Pentecost Peter said to 
the Jews: “Ye MEN oF ISRAEL, why marvel ye at 
this? ... The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of 
Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son 
Jesus: whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the 
presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let 
him go. But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, 
and desired a murderer to be granted unto you; and 
KILLED THE PRINCE OF LIFE, whom God hath raised 
from the dead; whereof we are witnesses. .. . And 
now, brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did 
it, as did also your rulers. . Repent ye therefore, 
and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, 
when the times of refreshing shall come from the 
presence of the Lord” (Acts 3: 12-15, 17, 19). 

Again, a little later, when Peter and John had been 
arrested by the priests and were brought before the 
Sanhedrin, Annas the high priest and Caiaphas being 
present, Peter said boldly to this official council of 
the Jews: “Ye RULERS OF THE PEOPLE, AND ELDERS 
oF IsRAEL, . . . be it known unto you all, and to all 
the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, whom YE CRUCIFIED, whom God raised 
from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here 
before you whole. This is the stone which was SET 
AT NOUGHT OF YOU BUILDERS, which is become the 
head of the corner” (Acts 4:8, 10, 11). 

It is difficult to see how a Christian minister, or a 








Memorizing Scripture by Singing It 


From a. child thou hast known the holy scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 


That is a good Scripture passage to learn by heart. 
An easy way to commit it to memory is to sing it. 
The widely known and greatly loved composer, Rob- 
ert Harkness, has set it to music for readers of THE 
SUNDAY ScHooL Times, and this music will be pub- 
lished in next week’s issue, containing the Sunday- 
school lesson for December 21, of which this passage 
from 2 Timothy 3: 15 is the Golden Text. The Christ- 
mas Lesson will be given also in the same issue, and 
the Golden Text from Paul’s words to young Timothy 
are peculiarly appropriate to the Christmas season. 

The Times is glad to announce this new feature 
to its readers—a Golden Text set to music by Mr. 
Harkness once a month or thereabouts, so that Sun- 
day-schools can readily commit the verse to heart 
by singing it. School and department superintendents 
will welcome this unique feature, and the use of these 
beautiful little hymns will bring a blessing into Chris- 
tian homes as well. 


NOVEMBER 29, 1930 


Jew, or even an atheist, can deny with any show of 
reason or evidence that the Lord Jesus Christ was 
crucified by the Jews. 


= 
Spirit, Soul, and Body 


Would you be so kind as to explain the difference 
in spirit, soul, and body, as given in 1 Thessalonians 
5:23? Are the soul and the spirit the same in 
certain chapters mentioned in the Old Testament? 

The verse mentioned, and Hebrews 4:12 show 
that there is a difference between a soul and a spirit, 
and this is the point that has puzzled me. I certainly 
shall appreciate any light that you may have upon 
this important subject. 

Also in Ecclesiastes 12:7 we find: “Then shall 
the dust return to the earth as it was: and the 
Spirit shall return unto God who gave it.” Please 
explain this. Also Ecclesiastes 3: 20, 21, and Eccle- 
siastes 8:8.—A New York reader. 


Spirit, soul, and body are three different things, as 
Scripture passages noted by this inquirer show. In 
1 Thessalonians 5:23 Paul prays by inspiration: 
“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; 
and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and 
body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” In Hebrews 4:12 we are told 
that “the word of God is quick [living], and power- 
ful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit.” In 
these passages the Word of God plainly distinguishes 
between spirit, -soul, and body, hence we know that 
there is a real difference. 

The Scofield Reference Bible has a valuable com- 
ment on the verse in 1 Thessalonians, as follows: 

“Man a trinity. That the human.soul and spirit 
are not identical is proved by. the facts that they 
are divisible (Heb. 4:12), and that soul and spirit 
are sharply distinguished in the burial and resurrec- 
tion of the body. It is sown a natural body («soma 
psuchikon=“soul-body”), it is raised a spiritual body 
(soma pneumatikon), 1 Cor. 15:44. To assert, there- 
fore, that there is no difference between soul and 
spirit is to assert that there is no difference between 
the mortal body and ‘the resurrection body. 

“In Scripture use, the distinction between spirit and 
soul may be traced. Briefly, that distinction is that 
the spirit is that part of man which ‘knows’ (1 Cor. 
2:11), his mind; the soul is the seat of the affections, 
desires, and so of the emotions, and of the active 
will, the self. ‘My soul is exceeding sorrowful’ (Matt. 
26: 38; see also Matt. 11:29; and John 12:27). The 
word translated ‘soul’ in the O. T. (nephesh) is the 
exact equivalent of the N. T. word for soul (Gr. 
psuche), and the use of ‘soul’ in the O. T. is identical 
with the use of that word in the N. T. (see, e. g. 
Deut. 63-53. 147.20; 3 -Sam. 1831; 20:4, 17; Job 7: 
Ti, 153 147.23: P3ea:. 42:6; 84:2)... The N. T. word 
for spirit (pneuma), like the O. T. ruach, is trans. 
‘air,’ ‘breath,’ ‘wind,’ but predominantly ‘spirit,’ whether 
of God (e. g. Gen: 1:2; Matt. 3:16) or of man (Gen. 
41:83. 1 Cor 8: 5)i 

“Because man is ‘spirit? he is capable of God-con- 
sciousness, and of communication with God (Job 32: 
8; Psa. 18:28; Prov. 20:27); because he is ‘soul’ 
he has self-consciousness (Psa. 13:2; 42:5, 6, II); 
because he is ‘body’ he has, through his senses, worid- 
consciousness.” 

In considering passages in Ecclesiastes we must 
remember the character of that book. It is included 
by inspiration in the: Word of God as being “the beok 
of man ‘under the sun,’ reasoning about life; it is 
the best man can do, with the knowledge that there 
is a holy God, and that He will bring everything into 
judgment. The key phrases are ‘under the-sun’; ‘I 
perceived’; ‘I said in my heart.’ Inspiration sets 
down accurately what passes, but the conclusions and 
reasonings are, after all, man’s.” Hence we must not 
look to Ecclesiastes for such revelation as is given 
to us in many other. parts of God’s Word. Thus 
when the Preacher, the writer of ‘Ecclesiastes, says 
“All is vanity,” we know that there is much that is 
not vanity, because of what God’s” Word tells us. 
Similarly such statements in Ecclesiastes as those noted 
by this reader are the reasoning of man, not the 
revelation of God; as for example: “All go unto one 
place.” 

The late Dr. H. Clay Trumbull, for many years 
Editor of THE SunpAY ScHoo. TIMEs, in his book 
“Our Misunderstood Bible” (out of print) wrote a 
chapter on the subject, “Spirit, Not Soul, Man’s Pre- 
eminence.” He said: “The lower animals have bodies 
and souls. Man alone has body, and soul, and spirit. It 
is the spirit, therefore, and not the soul, that marks 
man’s pre-eminence.” He showed that both the Old 
Testament and the New use the Hebrew and the 
Greek words translated “soul” as applying to the 
animal life which .man.has in common with the 
brutes, whereas man alone has a “spirit” capable of 
knowing God. It is true that the Bible sometimes 
uses the word “soul” as meaning the whole individual, 
including spirit as well as soul. But the distinction 
between the three parts of man is readily seen in 
the Scriptures and in human experience, 
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Robert Dick Wilson — Defender of the Faith 


By Oswald T. Allis, D.D., Ph.D 


Professor of Old Testament, 
e9 in Westminster Theological Seminary 














of Dr. Wilson will furnish many stories and 

anecdotes for the skillful biographer. He will 
tell of the real boy in the Western Pennsylvania home, 
the second ina family of ten children: delicate in 
health, yet precocious and eager for study. He will 
tell of his college days at Princeton and of that brief 
period which Dr. Wilson was fond of recalling, when 
he and his brother “Sam” (the Rev. S. G. Wilson, 
for many years a missionary to Persia) served as 
local evangelists in Kittanning Presbytery. He will 
tell also of the theological student at Western Semi- 
nary, Pittsburgh, the pride of his classmates; and of 
how they used to boast that their class knew more 
Hebrew than any class that had ever graduated from 
Western, though “Dick Wilson had all the Hebrew!” 
He will tell some of the many stories of Dr. Wilson 
as a teacher; how, for example, his Hebrew class took 
him down to Renwick’s (the Princeton student-ren- 
dezvous. for ice cream and sodas) to celebrate his 
birthday, and how he held the usual recitation in the 
midst of this festive environment. He will picture 
Dr. Wilson in his home, with his family, his students, 
and his books. He will have much to tell; for the 
picture is a many-sided one. 


His Early Interest in Archeology 


The hand of Providence can be seen plainly in the 
circumstances under which Robert Dick Wilson grew 
to manhood. As a boy his special interest was in 
history; and the great discoveries in the realm of 
archeology that had recently been made and were 
then being made were calculated to stimulate that 
interest. In 1872, when Robert was a boy of six- 
teen, George Smith discovered in the British Museum 
those fragments of the Babylonian flood legend which 
raised the interest of many Bible lovers in Europe 
and America to fever heat. About the same. time 
Schliemann published his “Troy and Its Remains,” 
a book that did much toward revolutionizing our con- 
ception of Greek history. I remember Dr. Warfield’s 
telling me how he once went to Dr. Wilson’s room 
when he was a student at Western and found him 
investigating the sources from which the besiegers of 
Troy could secure supplies during the ten years’ siege. 
Such an anecdote illustrates the active interest the 
young seminary student took in the new discoveries 
that were then being made. 

Having won a fellowship at Western Seminary, Dr. 
Wilson studied for two years in Germany. Berlin 
was then the best place for Semitic studies, and among 
his teachers were Schrader, sometimes called the 
“father of Assyriology,” Dillmann, and Sachau. The 
dogmatism of Schrader —his fondness for the word 
selbstverstaendlich (“self-evident”), when he had no 
facts with which to support*an argument, early bred 
in Dr. Wilson a distaste for the ipse dixits of 
scholars. Of Dillmann and Sachau, on the other 
hand, he always spoke with appreciation and affec- 
tion. It was during his brief sojourn in Germany, 
or very shortly thereafter, that Wellhausen’s “Pro- 
legomena,” a book that marked a new epoch in the 
“higher criticism” of the Old Testament, made its 
appearance. 

In Germany Dr. Wilson’s studies. were very largely 
linguistic. He went there to learn the “tools” (Baby- 
lonian, Egyptian, Aramaic, Arabic, and the like) that 
he might be able to investigate the sources at first 
hand. Returning from Germany, he was at once 
called to his alma mater, Western Seminary, where 
he taught first as instructor and then for fifteen years 
as Professor of Old Testament. Much of this time 
was devoted to increasing his linguistic equipment. 
He has stated that he determined while in Germany 
“to spend fifteen years in language study, fifteen years 
in Biblical textual study in the light of the findings 
of his studies in philology, and then, God willing, fif- 
teen years writing out his findings, so that others 
might share them with him” (“Is the Higher Criti- 
cism Scholarly?” p. 9). This plan he was able to 
carry out with remarkable success. He used to say 
that Wellhausen was too young when he wrote his 
“Prolegomena,” that many of his assertions showed 
ignorance of the facts.. It was his determination to 
master the “tools” that he might be able to study the 
facts at first hand. 

On the death of Dr. William Henry Green, shortly 
after the celebration of his fiftieth anniversary as 
teacher and professor at Princeton Seminary, Dr. Wil- 
son was called to Princeton to be the first incumbent 
of the William Henry Green Chair of Semitic Phil- 
ology and Old Testament Criticism. Dr. Wilson 
knew Dr. Green intimately through his writings, but 
had never been his student. Yet he may justly be 


A IN the case of most great teachers, the life 


Sir William Willcocks has been called perhaps 
the greatest irrigation engineer of modern times. 
He projected and designed the great Assuan 
Dam, and the irrigation of Mesopotamia. Some 
years ago he published a personal disavowal of 
his former rationalist sympathies. He had been 
living, he said, “in the contentious atmosphere of 
the critics,” and this “made the past thirty-two 
years of my life barren and sterile. .. . I spent my 
time discovering new evidences of the incompe- 
tence and duplicity of those whom the Holy Spirit 
had inspired to write the Scriptures.” The word 
of an earnest Christian about Modernism as “a 
religious influenza” turned Sir William to a closer 
study of the Bible. 


Then a copy of the late Dr. Robert Dick Wil- 
son’s booklet which The Sunday School Times 
brought out, “Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly ?” 
fell into his hands. Sir William wrote: “ This 
settled me. . . . During my studies of Bible facts 
in the valleys of the Nile and Euphrates I had 
often proved the accord of the Bible accounts 
with observations by level and compass, with ob- 
servations of the behaviors of the rivers, with the 
ideas of the time and with the mode of expres- 
sion of the time in the spoken language.” Profes- 
sor Wilson’s defense of the Old Testament on 
philological grounds proved a final confirmation 
to the great engineer. “I have returned to my 
old: faith in the Word of God and literally live 


in it.” 








regarded as the spiritual son, the true successor, of 
Princeton’s great defender of the faith of a generation 
ago. 

My first contact with Dr. Wilson was at the be- 
ginning of my first year in Princeton Seminary when, 
in the fall of 1902, he delivered the opening address 
in Miller Chapel. It was a remarkable occasion. 
Early in that year Professor Friedrich Delitzsch of 
Berlin had delivered two addresses entitled ‘Babel 
and Bible,’ which had created a furor in Germany 
and elsewhere. In them the distinguished Assyriol- 
ogist had maintained that Israel had been profoundly 
influenced in its culture and religious ideas by Babylon. 
Dr. Wilson’s reply was characteristic. He subjected 
the thesis propounded by Professor Delitzsch to a 
careful scrutiny through “a comparison of their lead- 
ing ideas based upon their vocabularies.” 


The Thoroughness of His Investigations 


It will sw ‘ce to call attention to a single item in 
this scholarly address, for it is a good illustration 
of the method Dr. Wilson employed in all his studies. 
It was claimed by Delitzsch that the word “sabbath” 
was of Babylonian origin and was borrowed from 
the Babylonians by the Hebrews. The important 
question was not, of course, whether the word sab- 
bath occurred in Babylonian, but whether the sabbath 
day as a recurring seventh day of rest was a feature 
in Babylonian life. Dr. Wilson pointed out differ- 
ences between the Hebrew and the Babylonian con- 
ceptions of the day, and then proceeded to apply the 
test of history. He was aware that a German scholar, 
Professor Lotz, had examined more than five hun- 
dred Babylonian tablets and reached the conclusion 
that the seventh, fourteenth, twenty-first, and twenty- 
eighth days’ of the month were not observed by the 
Babylonians as days of cessation from labor. But 
this did not satisfy him. He extended this line of 
investigation so as to cover 2,554 Babylonian tablets; 
and he made the surprising discovery, among others, 
that the twenty-first day, the third seventh day, of 
the month enjoyed the distinction of having had 
more contracts written upon it than any other, to wit, 
180, or. more than seven percent. This means that 
in order to investigate a single important point, Dr. 
Wilson was willing to examine the dates of all the 
inscriptions published by that indefatigable copyist, 
Strassmaier, for the reigns, apparently, of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, Nabunaid, Cyrus, Cambyses, and Darius. It 
was a long and tedious investigation, which might 
have been made the basis of a monograph, but Dr. 
Wilson's conclusions take up less than two pages of 
the published address. 

Aside from the teaching of the languages, Dr. Wil- 
son’s major task at Princeton dealt with the subject 
of Canon and Introduction. This meant that he had 
to defend the Biblical and historical view regarding 
the number, date, authorship, integrity, and the like, 
of the books of the Old Testament. The defense of 
the Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch brought him 
into conflict with the modern theories which make 


it late in date and composite in authorship. To de- 
fend the early date of Daniel and maintain that the 
collection of Old Testament books was completed 
in the latter part of the fifth century B. C. (the time 
of Malachi) meant the rejection of many of the “as- 
sured results” of the “higher criticism.” 

As the most widely accepted statement of the popu- 
lar “modern” view of the Old Testament, Dr. Wilson 
made the late Canon Driver’s “Introduction to the 
Literature of the Old Testament” the subject of a 
most searching scrutiny. His method was intensive 
rather than extensive. He of course discussed the 
theory as a whole and the objections to it. But he 
preferred to single out assertions upon which Dr. 
Driver and others of the critics laid great weight as 
important to the theory, and to subject them to a 
thoroughgoing and scholarly investigation. He often 
used to say that he would pay no attention to gen- 
eral charges. If the charge was made definite aml 
specific and supported by evidence, he would investi- 
gate; otherwise he would ignore it. 


Applying Acid Tests to Higher Criticism 


He has left us many examples of the way in which 
he applied this method. In discussing the Book of 
Ezra, Dr. Driver alleged that the phrase “king of 
Persia” and “Darius the Persian” are indicative of 
late date, of an age long subsequent to that of Ezra 
and Nehemiah. Dr. Driver’s statements are com- 
paratively brief and are supported by but few facts. 
The whole does not cover a full page. Yet Dr. Wil- 
son made these few statements the basis of a series 
of articles published in The Princeton Theological 
Review (1904-1905) on “Royal Titles in Antiquity.” 
These articles cover about two hundred pages, and 
in them Dr. Wilson gathered together thousands of 
titles of kings recorded on ancient documents: Baby- 
lonian, Egyptian, Phoenician, Persian, and the like. 
As a result of this elaborate investigation he was 
able to state with confidence that the titles in ques- 
tion constituted no objection to the traditional date 
of Ezra and Nehemiah. 

Very many of Dr. Wilson’s studies and investi- 
gations centered about the Book of Daniel. It is 
probably correct to say that no other scholar in mod- 
ern times has devoted so much time and effort to the 
defense of that great book. Many of his studies are 
collected in the volume “Studies in the Book of Dan- 
iel” (1917). Others appeared from time to time in 
the pages of The Princeton Theological Review. In 
1912 he published in the Princeton Centennial Volume 
an article on “The Aramaic of Daniel” in which he 
showed that, so far as the language of the Aramaic 
portions is concerned, the Book of Daniel may have 
been written in Babylon in the sixth century, that 
is, by Daniel himself, it being the contention of Dr. 
Driver that the language indicates a much later date 
and Palestinian authorship. Quite recently, nearly 
two decades after this article appeared, an English 
scholar Dr. Rowley has. endeavored to disprove Dr. 
Wilson’s statements. The last summer of Dr. Wil- 
son’s life was, therefore, largely devoted to examining 
Dr. Rowley’s book; and his answer to it was all 
but completed when he died. 

An investigation that afforded Dr. Wilson perhaps 
the greatest satisfaction is briefly summarized in the 
brochure “Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly?” I 
refer to his demonstration that in the spelling of the 
names of foreign kings, and in the order in which 
they are given, the Old Testament shows an accuracy 
that is atonishing and, so far as we know, without 
parallel in other ancient records. Another was his 
study of foreign words in the Old Festament. In 
the fact that Babylonian, Egyptian, Aramaic, Persian, 
and Greek words appear in documents at the very 
time when the Hebrews are represented as having 
been in touch with these peoples, he found another 
strong argument for the trustworthiness of the Old 
Testament Scriptures. These studies appeared in The 
Princeton Theological Review, and Dr. Wilson was 
planning to publish them in a separate volume. 

While the greater part of his life was spent in 
contending for the faith, Dr. Wilson sought at all 
times to avoid personalities. He was constantly irri- 
tated and even incensed by the discovery that charges 
of the most damaging character against the truth of 
Scripture were made even by reputable and renowned 
scholars, sometimes on the basis of very inadequate 
evidence, at other times on the mere “say so” of the 
critic. He used to tell his students that there had 
been a time when he undertook the investigation of 
some of these confident assertions of the critics with 
not a little trepidation, feeling that there must be 
some foundation for such positive assertions. But 
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as each laborious investigation in its turn confirmed 
the Scriptures and confounded the critics, his confidence 
and enthusiasm increased. He declared emphatically 
that no man knew enough to be in a position to say 
that any statement of the Old Testament was not true. 

And it was this experience that determined very 
largely his method of teaching and lecturing in his 
latter days. He was not primarily concerned that 
his students should acquire a thorough mastery of 
the theories of the critics and the answers that could 
be made to them. His great aim was to prove td his 
students, by example after example, that, where the 
Bible and the critics differed, the Bible was right and 
the critics were wrong. In other words, he aimed 
to destroy confidence in the critics and to establish 
faith in the Sacred Oracles. And thousands of those 
who sat in his classroom or who attended his popular 
lectures in this country and abroad will testify to 
the success with which he accomplished this double 
purpose. 

In 1923 Dr. Wilson made a notable trip to the 
Orient and lectured in important missionary centers 
in Japan, Korea, and China. He almost lost his life 
in the Yokohama earthquake. This trip gave great 
encouragement to many of the missionaries and native 
Christians; but it brought Dr. Wilson into disfavor 
with missionary leaders because of his refusal to 
ignore the Modernist peril in the mission field. Soon 
after his return from this trip the clouds began to 
gather around Princeton Seminary. 

It has been pointed out that Dr. Wilson went to 
Princeton to carry on the work of a great defender of 
the faith, Dr. William Henry Green. Dr. Green’s con- 
troversy with Dr. Briggs of Union Seminary and with 
other advocates of the so-called higher criticism had 
won him great fame; and in 1891 he was elected Mod- 
erator of the General Assembly (Northern Prebyterian) 
by acclamation. Dr. Wilson carried on the work of 
his great predecessor with notable success, and nobly 
‘maintained the fame of Princeton for sound scholar- 
ship and valiant defense of the faith once delivered. 
But this defense met with opposition in many quar- 
ters throughout the denomination. The Modernist 
and the pacifist did not relish this uncompromising 
stand for the historic faith of the Presbyterian Church. 
It also aroused the antagonism within the Seminary 
itself of those who wished that institution to be rep- 
resentative of the “whole Church.” 
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In 1929 he was the candidate of the conservatives 
for the moderatorship of the General Assembly, but, 
although his personal popularity won him a large vote,, 
the liberal candidate was elected by a_ substantial 
majority. Tne reorganization at Princeton which fol- 
lowed was to Dr. Wilson a clear indication that that 
active and uncompromising advocacy of the historic 
faith of the Church, which in the minds of many 
spelled the word Princeton, was no longer to be 
tolerated even there. Consequently, though in the 
seventy-fourth year of his age and in enfeebled health, 
he left Princeton and was largely influential in the 
founding of the new Westminster Seminary at Phila- 
delphia. Although frequently misrepresented and mis- 
understood, this was the crowning act in the long 
career of a conspicuous defender of the faith. It was 
one that Dr. Wilson never once regretted: his last 
year he counted as his best. 

It is a singular providence that, at the very time 
when one of the greatest attacks, if not the greatest 
attack, ever made upon the Bible and the historic 
faith of the Christian Church was being made in 
the name of “science” and “scholarship,” there was 
raised up and given to the Church such a scholar and 
such a scientist as Robert Dick Wilson. As the Lord 
raised up Athanasius and Augustine, Luther, Calvin, 
and Knox to meet the enemy and to defend the truth, 
so in our day he raised up this great Christian scholar 
to meet the assaults of “scholarly” and “scientific” 
unbelief with a science and a scholarship greater than 
its own. 

The studied policy of the advocates of the “mod- 
ern” view is to decry and if possible ignore those who 
differ from them. Consequently the name of Dr. 
Wilson is little known in many circles. The “Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica” has yet to hear of Dr. Wilson; 
and its latest edition has dropped the Alexanders, the 
Hodges, William Henry Green, and B. B. Warfield, 
men who made Old Princeton famous throughout 
Christendom, from its list of those with whom the 
educated man of our day should be acquainted. But 
when “naturalism” and “higher criticism” have spent 
themselves in vain assault upon the impregnable Rock, 
high on the roll of those who in the face of scorn 
and gainsaying have stood in the breach and contended 
mightily for the truth of Holy Writ will be the name 
of Robert Dick Wilson, Defender of the Faith. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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A Gospel Booth at a Belgian Exposition 


By Edith F. Norton 














nection with the Liége Centenary Exposi- 
tion?” This is a natural and inevitable 
question, as most of our late communications to Amer- 
ican friends have made mention of this year’s tremen- 
dous effort to put a Gospel in every home in Belgium. 

As this is written, the year is not yet over; but 
for the nine months in which this campaign has been 
in progress, we can report the total distribution of 
1,840,349 pieces of Gospel literature in this land, of 
which 1,081,886 are Gospels or Scripture portions, the 
remaining 758,463 being Gospel tracts. 

Such a wholesale distribution has never been known 
in Belgium, and repercussions are not wanting — 
rather are they vociferous and violent. But these 
attacks upon us will be mentioned further in this 
article. Included in this distribution is a special edi- 
tion of 100,000 of the tract, “The Reason Why,” of 
which the cost of publication was defrayed by the 
author, a consecrated business man of New Zealand. 
These booklets were issued in a special de luxe form 
and sent out to all the élite of Belgium — this class which 
is so difficult of access. They were sent to men of the 
professions, doctors, lawyers, and the like, to army 
officers and to the owners of chateaux (“castles” 
or manor houses), of which there are two thousand in 
this land. Printing is so cheap in Belgium that we 
were enabled to print and mail these booklets to 
addresses furnished us by an agency all for the price 
of one and a half cents a copy. Some letters have 
been received in response to this circulation of “The 
Reason Why,” of which a few have been commenda- 
tory, while others were not at all of the same sort. 

A part of our great distribution of Scriptures this 
year has been made from our own stand in the build- 
ing devoted to chemistry and printing in the Exposi- 
tion grounds at Liége. 

The holding of these two expositions at Antwerp 
and Liége by this small country of eight million has 
been a truly wonderful accomplishment, especially 
since less than two decades ago the land was devas- 
tated by the most ruthless war in history. Belgium 
lost 100,000 private houses in the war, besides her 
loss in public buildings. It has cost her over thir- 
teen billion francs to rehabilitate the country, but her 
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indomitable purpose combined with the industry of 
her hardworking population has made it possible, so 
that today Belgium seems to all appearances a land 
that never knew the fury of war. For years the 
Belgians have been planning for these expositions 
to commemorate one hundred years of political in- 
dependence, of which they are so justly and jealously 
proud, and also to afford the opportunity of showing 
to the world the extent of their industrial activities. 
It is claimed that this great exposition is the first 
international exhibition of science. 

It was wonderful to see the stand of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission in the palatial building devoted to 
chemistry, tanning and leather, paper, textiles, and 
other exhibits. Nor is it an unimposing affair. Let 
me try to describe it for you—as it appeared to us 





Reports indicate that the work of true testi- 
mony to the Lord Jesus Christ is facing such 
an emergency and menace as have been unknown 
before. The organized opposition of the enemy 
is furious; and the omnipotent working of the 
Holy Spirit, in counter-attack, is glorious. The 
Belgian Gospel Mission is experiencing both 
greater opposition and greater encouragement 
than it has ever known before. Like many other 
true missions it is confronted by serious finan- | 
cial conditions. God’s people are feeling the 
financial stringency everywhere; but God’s work 
must go on—and will. 


Will you not unite with many others in ear- 
nest prayer that every need of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission may be abundantly met at this 
time, both in continued spiritual equipment for 
all the workers as they face and enter the un- 
paralleled opportunities, and in the money pro- 
vision required for maintaining and enlarging 
the work? Let us. pray, and give, while our 
expectation is from God with unshaken con- 
fidence. Cuartes G. TRUMBULL, 


American Treasurer. 
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the day we first visited it after our return from 
America early in September. In the heart of the great 
building and with a frontage of twenty-five feet and 
almost fifteen feet deep, our booth could not be more 
advantageously placed. Before it is a large open 
space allowing the display to be seen from all angles. 
The first thing that attracts one’s attention is a great 
clock dial directly above the stand. Upon its face 
one reads the following words: “Every moment of 
the twenty-four hours of the day, of the 365 days of 
the year, a Bible or a portion of the Bible, is sold 
in the world,” and a great hand, revolving slowly, 
indicates the passing seconds. On the counter are 
displayed Bibles, Testaments, and tracts, and to at- 
tract the curious some miniature copies of the Scrip- 
tures that can only be read with a magnifying glass, 
which is placed conveniently near. There are also 
ancient Bibles of the seventeenth and eighteenth cen- 
turies. Appropriate indeed are the two texts on either 
side —on the left, “Thy word -is truth,” and on the 
right, “The truth shall make thee free.” 

Inside the booth are numerous cases with samples 
of Scriptures in many foreign tongues and dialects, 
as well as works by Bunyan, Moody, Torrey, and 
others, besides a large display of facsimiles of Bible 
manuscripts, papyrus, and the like, from the British 
Museum. In the center is a writing table for those 
who care to enter, and upon the walls are framed 
pictures of Bible subjects and some most interesting 
lists of statistics concerning the world-wide distri- 
bution of the Bible, — the number of tongues in which 
it is translated, as well as the report of the Scrip- 
ture distribution by the Mission in Belgium. Mlle. 
Verton, in charge of the stand, had many interesting 
things to tell us, as did Mr. Barbezat of the post of 
Liége. Mr. Barbezat said to us: “This display of 
Scriptures and the statistics concerning the importance 
of the Bible in the world have been a real revelation 
to the people. One result has been that the public 
library of Liége has gotten a Bible from us to place 
in their shelves.” We might add that a similar thing 
happened at Ghent, as a result of the window display 
of literature at our Gospel hall at that place. 

Mr. Barbezat also told us of interesting conversa- 
tions, some with priests. themselves, who expressed 
their appreciation of our effort, and one of whom 
told of preferring the Protestant version of the Bible 
to the authorized Catholic Crampon version. How- 
ever, others audibly expressed their disapproval, in- 
quiring none too tenderly, even as was asked of the 
apostles of old, “By what authority do you these 
things?” Interviews with members of some Protes- 
tant organizations not standing for the full Word of 
God were pathetic; but they commended us warmly 
for our stand. Mlle. Verton told us of amusing and 
saddening incidents in connection with her sale of 
Scriptures. They are beautiful Testaments to be 
sold for a franc, which is of course much less than 
cost; so when some one approaches and is given a 
Gospel of John and is pressed to purchase a Testament, 
after looking at it for a moment, the franc is usually 
not long in being-produced. But perhaps some one 
in the family, or only an onlooker, lets fall the warn- 
ing remark, “That is a Protestant book!” and the 
franc is put back in the pocket; and sometimes the 
book already taken falls from the hand to the floor. 
Sometimes the would-be purchaser truly desires the 
book and returns alone to make the purchase when 
no one is about. 

It is not too much to say that the whole land is 
stirred by this year’s great distribution of Gospel 
literature. 
Catholic hierarchy displayed: at Arlon on the occasion 
of our recent tent meetings there. In other places, 
as at Bruges, persecution has been violent. There 
the Bishop has publicly spoken against us and the 
Catholic papers have issued a warning to the inhabi- 
tants to burn at once all the books that we are 


distributing, even if they are beautifully bound. 
At Courtrai a public bonfire was made of our 
books. 


Arlon is a city of Southeastern Luxembourg, of 
great antiquity, and today a railroad center of im- 
portance. Here meetings were begun several years 
ago in the home of a couple led to Christ by one of 
the Mission workers. As the meeting was increasing 
in numbers and interest this year a post was opened, 
and it. was decided to hold a tent campaign there 
this September. [Earlier in the year a short series 
of meetings had been held in the City Hall, which 
had been put at our disposal by some of the city 
authorities favorable to us. They asked us to pay 
only ten francs a night, about thirty cents. When it 
became a question of finding a location for the Gospel 
tent this fall, the burgomaster, a liberal in politics 
and favorable to us, assigned us a good location, thus 
arousing the ire of our enemies. So bitter was their 
animosity, and so heavy the pressure brought to bear 
upon the burgomaster, that at last he was compelled 
to revoke the permission. However, our workers 
did not pull up and leave, but stayed on by faith, 
and every night the crowds grew and the interest 
intensified. The whole town began to be moved either 
for or against us. One enterprising merchant capital- 
ized our presence by advertising his raincoats thus, 
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Lesson for December 14 


“You are comfortable in the tent—also when you 
wear my raincoats.” 

Soon great placards against us began to -apptar. 
One was even attached to our Gospel car during the 
night. The Catholic papers bore columns of vituperous 
articles attacking us, but these did not pass ‘unchal- 
lenged, nor was it we who answered — save by means 
of the Word of God; but the Socialistic and Liberal 
elements of the city, bearing a constant grudge against 
the Catholics, were moved by the unfairness and 
the injustice of the attacks to reply in our defense 
through the columns of their own papers. One im‘ 
mediate response to the appearance of these. placards 
was an increase in the crowds attending the meetings, 
and the following night fifty people remained to th 
after meeting. Me 

The next night a mob some six hundred = strong 
formed outside the tent as the meeting was begitining, 
and tried to force an entrance with the intent of 
wrecking the tent. One of the workers, Mr. Perdriolat, 
valiantly kept his post at the door, forbidding ‘them to 
enter, “as we have liberty to preach the Gospel in Bel- 
gium.” However a large number forced their “way 
in, and while our people ‘continued to sing, they tried 
to drown them out by singing “Ave Maria” and by 
shouting, “Mary, Mother of Jesus, send them out of 


town.” Eventually the police arrived on the scene, © 


for sixty mounted police had been hastily mobilized 
as the whole towne was in a ferment, and they soon 


restored order. About ten men, ringleaders, were’ 


arrested. One of them was a leading lawyer. The 
charge brought against them, not by ourselves, but 
by the police, was breaking the law by disturbing 
a religious service. After things quieted down, the 
Spirit worked wonderfully in conviction, so that sixty 
people responded to the appeal to accept Christ. The 
following night a mob of eight hundred gathered, 
but the police were early on the scene and no demon- 
stration was permitted. 

On the streets during the day our- workers were 
spit upon by the children who called them “dirty Prot- 
estants” and were anathematized as heretics and spies 
by passers-by; but in the tent the Lord continued to 
honor the messages by conversions. In contrast to 
the rage of our enemies, some of the highest ‘city 
authorities secretly encouraged us saying: “Keep on; 
you have. Christ, and we thank you for being here.” 
At last the popular tide turned in our favor, and the 
meetings ended in a true burst of glory! 

The tactics employed against us were truly Jesuit- 
ical. We were described on the posters as being agents 
of the great Protestant nations who desired to annex 
Belgium, and it was said that we were seeking to 
change the religion of the people that they might 
be more easily assimilated by the foreign powers. As 
we were seeking a permanent place of meeting after 
the tent series, the Catholics were seized with fear 
lest we occupy an abandoned property that had once 
been a Catholic church. In one of their papers, 
L’avenir de Luxembourg, they wrote: “We will 
never allow Protestant services to be held in St. 
Martin’s Church, where for centuries the praises of 
the Virgin and the Saints have ascended. Rather 
would we see the church ‘in ruins.” 

But God has given us something better, and we 
have been able to purchase a suitable building, ad- 
mirably located;- and early in December, the Lord 
willing, we shall have the formal opening of this 
new hall of meeting. “If God be for us, who can be 
against us?” 

BrusseELs, BELGIUM. 








Girls’ Problems of Today . 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I wonder if you could help me with 
the problem of how to tell folks what they are missing by 
not being Christians. I am a busy mother with two small 
children, and besides that help my husband a great deal 
in his work. We have a small retail business that I take 
care of here at home, and I do so often wish I could say 
something to the people who come to buy. We live in a 
part of the country where there are many races—Japan- 
ese, Portuguese, Chinese, Hollanders, and Hindus have 
all been at my door during the winter. *I don’t have to 
go to the mission field, it is here. The Swiss are nearly 
always Catholic. These people come only on _ business, 
and are here only a minute, but I know a great many are 
without Christ. If we could all just tell the circle we 
touch in our daily lives! 

There is one man, in particular, whom I long to help. 


He used to be a lawyer, and was brought up in the 


church, but now does not care. He says there are so many 
sects, widely differing, yet all take the same Book for 
their basis. So how can they differ, he asks, and he says 
i 
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the Bible is so contradictory. He does not feel the need 
of Christ. I wonder if something by the Christian Lawyer 


who wrote for the Times would be good to lend this man 
to read, though I am not sure he would read it. 

There are many I long to help, but do not seem to have 
“grown up’ enough to find the words. Of course, even 
though I find nothing to say to folks I come in contact 
with, I can speak to God about them, and I do that. I 
will b> so glad for a reply. 

Y DEAR READER: Your interesting letter 

received, and I feel very. strongly that your de- 
sire to help others is from the Lord. Remember the 
words’ of the Book: “Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts” (Zech. 
4:6b).. It is your privilege and mine to “sow be- 
side all waters,” and then the reaping time will 
prove that his Word will not return untc him void. 

I believe a good supply of wholesome tracts would 
be’ a‘finé way to call attention to the need of the 
people for God. You can get so many that are inter- 
esting, and ‘will cost you very little or nothing, 

“I know’‘of a business man who had charge of the 
packing of merchandise in a dry goods store. ‘He used 
to place a tract in every package or box that went 
out, Later on he became the head of that wholesale 
place and a very wealthy man, and he had letters 
and met men who told him just what the tract had 
meant to them, and how in some cases it brought 
them to the Lord. 

Never fear to follow the leading of the Lord, and 
the “still small voice.” Send all out with a prayer, 
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and only Eternity can prove to you what God has 
done through your efforts. 

-I think. it an excellent plan to give’ the man to 
whom you refer copies of the writings of the Chris- 
tian Lawyer. If you could afford to have his wrfit- 
ings in book form, and loan it to any man who would 
read it, you could do so much good. (“A Lawyer and 
the Bible,” by I. H. Linton, $1.50. May be had from 
H. Trumbull Howard, 401 West Durham Road, Phil- 
adelphia.) A small library of these worth while books 
would mean much to your callers. The library could 
be made self-supporting by charging a cent or two 
for the loan of the book for a week. But I would 
handle only the books I know would do good, and no 
harmful literature would I allow to go through my 
place. I am convinced God is leading you, and I am 
sure you can do much for him. 

One other’ way in which you can help all who 
come into your presence is by having God’s Word 
so hid within you that the Holy Spirit can give you 
the words to use that will fit the caller. Then your 
smiles and sympathy for your callers will go a great 
way in letting them know you are seeking their good 
and not just trying to put your thinking up to them. 
To tell the story of the Lord Jesus, and to witness 
for him, will carry when you least expect it. 

God bless you and help you to see every opportunity 
in which you can say a word for your Master. If 
your love for him is warm, it will carry to the one 
who listens. 





—-- 
neal 
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Teaching Genesis in Scopes’ Classroom 


By George E. Guille, eee of William Jennings 


ryan University 














ITTLE did Voltaire think, when he boasted of 
L the Bible’s becoming through his writings a 

forgotten book, that the very room in which 
he wrote would be hallowed by the printing and 
storing of the Sacred Scriptures. And little did 
they who five years ago gathered in’ Dayton, Ten- 
nessee, to ridicule the Bible think that there should 
be opened there this fall a university dedicated to 
the plenary inspiration and infallibility of Scripture. 
It seems to have been designed of God as an exem- 
plification of the Psalmist’s declaration: “Surely 
the wrath of man shall praise thee: the remainder 
of wrath shalt thou restrain” (Psa. 76: 10). 

The issue of the Scopes trial was far more than 
the constitutionality of the Tennessee Antievolution 
Law. It was the issue between darkness and light, 
between error and truth, between the unproved theory 
of evolution and the inspired record of divine crea- 
tion. 

To that trial came, at his own charges, William 
Jennings Bryan to bear witness, not against Mr. 
Scopes, but for the Truth of God. It was he who 
proposed the establishing, in that scene of his last 
contest, of a university to be founded upon and de- 
voted to the fundamental truths of Christianity. 

The men of Dayton, upon the death in their midst 
of their distinguished guest, accepted the challenge of 
his proposal and promptly organized and incorporated 
the Bryan Memorial Association for the purpose of 
erecting a university that should bear his name, yet 
not merely to perpetuate an honored name but to 
bear witness to a worthier one,—our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Pending the completion of its own building the 
University opened its doors on September 18 in the 
old high school building of Dayton; and in the room 
of that building in which Mr. Scopes taught evolu- 
tion the President has been teaching the opening chap- 
ters of Genesis, —divinely inspired record of God’s 
creative work. 

No fortuitous event was this: it was planned by 
God who seemed to make the very circumstance bear 
witness to his truth. For God has been in that room 
as the Book was opened, come to bless his Word, 
and the students have found in their own hearts a 
joyful response to the Blessed Voice that they have 
heard speaking in Holy Scripture. One needs no 
other proof of the inspiration and supernaturalness 
of the Bible than that which one sees daily in such 
responses to its message. One of the students was 
a witness for the prosecution in the Scopes trial. So 
enthusiastic did his interest in the Word of God be- 
come that his mother matriculated as a special student 
to study the Bible with her son. 

Most of the larger colleges and universities that 
were founded by Christian funds for Christian edu- 
cation have become as thoroughly pagan as though the 
Lord Jesus Christ had never been heard of. Their 
professors and teachers glory in this defection, and 
seek to justify it upon the ground of the incompat- 
ibility of the higher learning with supernaturalism. 
Painful as it is to contemplate, to Christians who 
know their Bibles this occasions no surprise. To them 
it is but an additional proof of the divine origin 


of Scripture, for it has foretold this defection from 
the faith as the working out of the mystery of in- 
iquity in the great apostasy that should mark the last 
days of the Church’s sojourn upon the-earth. We 
therefore quite expect these departures from the truth 
of God, and even more flagrant ones, into deeper and 
deeper apostasy. Already have Jude’s ungodly men 
“crept in unawares . . . denying the only Lord God, 
and our Lord Jesus Christ.” Already have Peter’s 
“false prophets privily’ brought “in damnable 
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them”; 
and according to Timothy they “shall wax worse and 
worse, deceiving and being deceived” (2 Tim. 3: 13). 

But God will ever maintain a testimony to him- 
self, and as the apostasy deepens he calls his people, 
as never before, to listen to his Word. And they 
are listening! Witness the Bible conference move- 
ment in our land! Without organization, without 
money, without propaganda, it has increased amaz- 
ingly, and every Bible teacher finds more demands 
upon his time than he can meet. Witness the Bible 
institutes! Witness Bryan University, which so many 
are saying is surely of God! : 

There are, thank God, ‘colleges and universities that 
remain faithful to the fundamentals of the Bible, and 
of these there ave some that really put first things 
first, making Christ and the Bible supreme in class- 
room and on campus. All honor to them! They 
concern themselves about the eternal salvation of their 
students and their highest spiritual welfare. In one 
of them the head of the Science Department, a Ph.D. 
of Yale, goes on the street with his students and 
preaches the Gospel. The writer has. heard of the 
sneer at the Bob Jones College, “A camp meeting 
cannot be an educational institution.” Perhaps not, 
but a college that maintains the spiritual atmosphere 
of a camp meeting can be and is! And more than 
150 of its students have been brought to Christ within 
the four years of its history. 

A college may be thoroughly evangelical and as 
cold as an iceberg. It must be on fire to be evangel- 
istic ! 

The William Jennings Bryan University believes 
that no edtication that disregards God and his Truth 
can be right, and that all education is wrong that 
does not include the education of the heart in the 
precious and eternal things of God. It believes that 
the atmosphere of an institution for the higher educa- 
tion of men and women may be and should ‘be as 
thoroughly permeated by heavenly influences and as 
spiritual as that of the most devoted assemblage of 
the saints. Here it has taken its stand. 


ATHENS, TENN. 
we 


At times we are apt to think that in this conflict 
against the world, the flesh, and the Devil, we are 
fighting single-handed and unobserved; but it is not 
so, for there is on our side One by whom we are well 
able to overcome. And, be the enemy ever so power- 
ful, ever so numerous, ever so malignant, we shall 
come off more than conquerors through, and on ac- 
count of, him who loves us—Dr. S. H. Strain, in the 
Keswick Calendar. ; 
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(How a Pharisee Became a Christian) 


LESSON 11. DECEMBER 14. SAUL OF TARSUS| 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 22 : 3-15 


Golden Text.— I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ.—Phil. 3: 8 














KinG JAMES VERSION 


3 I am verily a man which am a Jew, 
born in Tarsus, @ city in Cilicia, yet 
brought up in this city at the feet of 
Gamaliel, and taught according to the 
perfect manner of the law of the fathers, 
and was zealous toward God, as ye all 
are this day. 

4 And I persecuted this way unto the 
death, binding and delivering into prisons 
both men and women. 

s As also the high priest doth bear 
me witness, and all the estate of the 
elders: from whom also I received let- 
ters unto the brethren, and went to Da- 
mascus, to bring them which were there 
bound unto Jerusalem, for to be punished. 

6 And it came to pass, that, as I made 
my journey, and was come nigh unto 
Damascus about noon, suddenly there 
shone from heaven a great light round 
about me. 

7 And I fell unto the ground, and 
heard a voice saying unto me, Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me? 

8 And I answered, Who art thou, 
Lord? And he said unto me, I am 
Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

3 I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of 
Cilicia, but brought up in this city, at 
the feet of Gamaliel, instructed accord- 
ing to the strict manner of the law of 
our fathers, being zealous for God, even 
as ye all are this day: 4 and I perse- 
cuted this Way unto the death, binding 
and delivering into prisons both men and 
women. 5 As also the high priest doth 
bear me witness, and all the estate of 
the elders: from whom also I received 
letters unto the brethren, and journeyed 
to Damascus to bring them also that 
were there unto Jerusalem in bonds to 
be punished. 6 And it came to pass, 
that, as I made my journey, and~ drew 
nigh unto Damascus, about noon, sud- 
denly there shone from heaven a great 
light round about me. 7 And I fell unto 
the ground, and heard a voice saying 
unto me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou me? 8 And I answered, Who art 
thou, Lord? And he said unto me, I 
am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou per- 
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indeed the light, and were afraid; but 
they heard not the voice of him that 
spake to me. 

to And I said, -What shall I do, Lord? 
And the Lord> said unto me, Arise, and 
go into Damascus; and there it shall be 
told thee of all things which are appointed 
for thee to do. 

11 And when I could not see for the 
glory of that light, being led by the 
hand of them that were with me, I came 
into Damascus. 

12 And one Ananias, a devout man ac- 
cording to the law, having a good report 
of all the Jews which dwelt there, 

13 Came unto me, and stood, and said 
unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. 
= the same hour I looked up upon 

im, 
14 And he said, The God of our fathers 
hath chosen thee, that thou  shouldest 
know his will, and see that Just One, 
and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth. 

15 For thou shalt be his witness unto 
all men of what thou hast seen and 
heard. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
beheld indeed the light, but they heard 
not the voice of him that spake to me. 
10 And I said, What shall I do, Lord? 
And the Lord said unto me, Arise, and 
go into Damascus; and there it shall be 
told thee of all things which are ap- 
pointed for thee to do. 11 And when 
I could not see for the glory of that 
light, being led by the hand of them 
that were with me I came into Damas- 
cus. 12 And one Ananias, a devout man 
according to the law, well reported of 
by all the Jews that dwelt there, 13 came 
unto me, and standing by me said unto 
me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And 
in that very hour I *looked up on him. 
14 And he said, the God of our fathers 
hath appointed thee to know his will, and 
to see the Righteous One, and to hear 
a voice from his mouth. 15 For thou 
shalt be a witness for him unto all men 
of what thou hast seen and heard. 

Or, received my sight and looked 

upon him. 





































































































































9 And they that were with me saw _ secutest. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


The Practical Aim 


To seek to lead the children into the experimental 
understanding and meaning of conversion. 


The Historical Setting 

The events of the earlier years of Paul’s life are 
dated by Sir William Ramsay as follows: 

Born, A. D. 1. 

Entrance on public life, A. D. 30, the year of our 
Lord’s crucifixion. 

Events culminating in the death of Stephen, A. D. 33. 

Journey to Damascus and conversion, A. D. 33. 

If these dates are correct, the events of the present 
lesson must be placed some time in the summer of 
A. D. 57. 


Verse by Verse 

Verse 3—A man which am a Jew. “Jew” strictly 
means some one belonging to the tribe of Judah. It 
is a late term and seems to have been scarcely used 
until the kingdom of Judah was the one existing He- 
brew kingdom. Unlike the earlier phrase, en of 
Judah,” it is never used in contrast to persons be- 
longing to the northern kingdom. 2 Kings 16:6 is 
more an apparent than a real exception to this, for 
although “the Jews” spoken of did in fact belong to 
the southern kingdom, yet they are contrasted not 
with Israelites, but with the Syrians. “Jew” came 
to be a synonym for “Hebrew” (Jer. 34:9), and the 
language common to both north and south Palestine 
came to be called Jewish (2 Kings 18:26; Neh. 13: 
24). At first those who inhabied Jerusalem and 
Tadah were regarded as having a special .ight to 
the title of Jew (Neh. 1:2; 6:6). Yet it soon became 
the national name of the people of Israel in contrast 
to the Gentiles (Neh. 4:12; 5:8; Zech. 8:23). 
Josephus says that the name “Jew” came to be applied 
to the whole people of Israel from the days when 
they returned from Babylon (“The Jewish Antiquities,” 


MI, 5:7). gms gi 
Tarsus. This, was in ancient times the chief city 
of Cilicia. It stood in a fertile plain very slightly 


elevated above sea level and less than ten miles 
from the coast. The river Cydnus flowed through 
the middle of the city and entered what was called 
the Rhegma. This was a sort of lake or widening of 
the river. It formed a convenient arsenal and harbor 
for Tarsus. But the comparatively small ships of 
ancient times were able to go right up to the city it- 
self. In recent years the Rhegma has become a mere 
unhealthy marsh. In addition to its maritime situation, 
Tarsus also stood at the southern end of the great 
trade route across Mount Taurus. This route led 
through the pass called the Cilician Gates into inner 
Asia Minor. The city is said to have been founded 
by the great Sardanaputus or Assur-bani-pal in the 
eighth century B. C. 

At the feet. This is a reference to the custom ac- 
cording to which the rabbi sat upon a raised seat and 
the scholars on low benches or on the ground, literally 
at the feet of their preceptors. 


9 And they that were with me 
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Gamaliel. Compare Acts 5: 34-39. He is generally 
identified with the famous Rabbi Gamaliel, the grand- 
son of Hillel the founder of the more liberal of the 
two schools into which the Pharisees were divided. 
Gamaliel seems to have been a man of a very tolerant 
and open mind. 


Verse 5.—The high priest. This appeal shows that 
the high priest of those earlier days was still living. 
He would be Theophilus, brother and successor of 
Caiaphas. It is scarcely necessary to add that this 
is not the Theophilus of Luke 1;3 and Acts 1:1. 
Though Theophilus was still alive Ananias was the 
acting high priest at the time of Paul’s trial (23:2). 

The estate of the elders. This means the Sanhedrin. 

The brethren. This certainly refers not to Christians 
but to Jews. The organizations and relationships of 
the Christians were naturally very similar to those 


of the Jews. And Jewish terms quickly came into 
use among Christians. 
Damascus. This is perhaps the oldest city in the 


world. Josephus says that it was founded by Ur the 
grandson of Shem. It is first mentioned in connection 
with Abraham’s pursuit of Chedorlaomer (Gen. 14: 
15). Damascus stands about sixty miles from the 
sea coast. Ii is on a large and fertile plain, about 
twenty-two hundred feet above sea level. This plain 
is enclosed by hills on all sides. 


Verse 8.—I am Jesus of Nazareth. This is, if one 
may say so, the lowest and most earthly of the titles 
by which the Lord Jesus could have announced him- 
self. To unbelieving Jews he was simply “Jesus the 
prophet of Nazareth of Galilee” (Matt. 21:11). And 
this lowly man who had been put to death by the 
cruel and sHameful process is now revealed as speak- 





Paul’s Great Gains 
By Amos R. Wells 


AUL was a loser: he lost his ease; wanderings 

ever on land and seas, shipwreck, stoning, 
matters like these. AA, but Paul gained Christ! 
Paul was a loser: he lost his gold; poor, and toiling, 
and sick, and old, weary in trials manifold. AA, 
but Paul gained Christ! Paul was a loser: he lost 
his place, lost his fame in the Hebrew race, lost his 
honored rabbinical grace. Ah, but Paul gainea 
Christ! Paul was a loser: his freedom he lost, 
faith’s severest and bitterest cost, bound by in- 
action’s deplorable frost. Ah, but Paul gained 


Christ! So Paul was a gainer: what treasure he 
gained! For all of his losses what splendor re- 
mained! For all he abandoned what goals he 


attained, since Paul by his losses gained Christ! 
Was ever a gainer so happy as Paul? In making 
his losses he seized upon all, things present and 
future, things mighty and small, since Paul by his 
losses gained Christ! No pity for Paul, but re- 
joicings instead, in prison or freedom, or living or 
dead; and blessings for us, though in sufferings led, 
if we by our losses gain Christ. 
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ing directly from Glory. He is not in hell as his 
enemies would have averred but in Heaven. He is 
not dead but living. 


Verse 9.—They heard not the voice. The record 
tells us-in 9:7 that they heard “a voice.” This 
appears at first sight‘to be a serious Bible contradic- 
tion. But a brief consideration of the grammar will 
show that the two statements are quite consistent one 
with the other. 

Here it is “the voice.” In 9:7 it is “a voice.” They 

heard a voice inarticulate and meaningless. They did 
not hear the voice,—the definite message and com- 
munication, 
The difference is more fully apparent in the Greek 
text. The Greek verb used in both these passages is 
one that may govern either the accusative or the dative 
case. In 9:7 the dative is used. This implies that 
they heard something of the voice. The voice consisted 
of sound and meaning. They heard something of the 
sound. In 22:9 the accusative is used. This implies 
the extent over which the action of the verb takes 
place. They did not hear to the extent which Paul 
heard. They took in no meaning from the sound. So 
with these two cases the Greek verb comes to mean 
(1) to hear, (2) to understand. 


Verse 10—What shall I do, Lord? Pawl’s con- 
version was instantaneous, and complete. At a bound 
he passed from regarding the Lord Jesus as a malefac- 
tor and blasphemer, to accepting him as Saviour and 
Lord. That does not mean that he had not anything 
further to learn. But his whole attitude toward the 
Lord was radically altered. It was a conversion, a 
complete turning around. 

Arise, and go. There is here, first, a test of obe- 
dience which is really a test of the reality of his faith. 
And, second, a promise of further light as the obedi- 
ence is rendered. “If any man will do his will, he 
shall know” (John 7:17). 


Verse 12—Ananias. That Ananias was a Christian 
is not here mentioned. He was a Jew and “devout 

. according to the law.” These are the points to 
stress before a Jewish audience. In 26:16 before a 
heathen gathering Paul does not mention Ananias at 
all. There he compresses all that came to him by way 
of Ananias into a single command as spoken by the 
Lord himself. This is not falsifying evidence, nor 
does it imply any forgetfulness on Paul’s part, or 
mistake on Luke’s. It is simply that guided by the 
Holy Spirit of truth Paul stresses on each occasion 
just those points which could best convey the mes- 
sage of God to the people to whom he was speaking. 
We have to gather the complete account of the trans- 
action so far as we know it from a careful collation 
of all the passages. F 

That Ananias was “devout ... according to the 
law” was an answer to the charge that Paul had been 
teaching men “every where against the . ; Aw 
(21: 28). ; 

Having a good report of all the Jews which dwelt 
there. This is an answer to the charge that Paul was 
teaching against the Bible (21: 28). 


Verse 14.—To this account of the message of Ana- 
nias must be added that in 9: 15. 
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Lesson for December 14 


See that Just One. Note that Paul avoids as long 
as he possibly can the mention of the name of the 
Lord Jesus. He well knew with what fury that holy 
Name would be received by his fellow countrymen. 
The Just One was the title given to the Lord Jesus 
by Stephen almost with -his dying breath. That 
Stephen was in Paul’s mind while he was speaking 
appears from verse 20 where he mentions him by name. 
Notice also that Paul always refers to the incident 
on the Damascus road as a real sight of the risen 
Lord and not as a vision. Paul knew something of 
what visions were (2 Cor. 12:1), but in every refer- 
ence which has been recorded for us which Paul made , 
to the incident he classed it as among the natural post- 
resurrection appearances of Christ (cf. 1 Cor. 15:8). 


A Lesson Outline 
Saul’s Conversion. 
1. An enlightened understanding. 
2. A convicted conscience. 
3. A-surrendered will. 


Golden Topics 

1. Conversion. “Conversion” is Latin and means 
turning right around. We commonly use the verb 
in a passive sense in relation to theology. In the Bible, 
both Old and New Testaments, the verb is more fre- 
quently used in an active sense. Compare Matthew 
13:15 where it is really so used. On the other hand 
it is used passively in Matthew 18:3. Conversion is 
always the work of God himself. But usually in 
the Bible the word rather emphasizes man’s part in 
the matter than God’s. And since it is used of man’s 
action it is necessarily used of that which may be 
done more than once. Thus it is used of a backslider’s 
returning (Luke 22:32). 

We evangelical Christians generally use the term 
as equivalent to regeneration. When it refers to a 
sinner’s first turning to God this is legitimate. But 
we need to remember that in the Bible the word has 
these two senses. And thus refers to two quite dis- 
tinct things. 

Conversion in the,sense of regeneration may be 
sudden as in Paul’s case, or it may be gradual as in 
Peter’s case. In the latter, as in the former, there 
is no doubt an instant when the soul passes from 
death to life, but no human can detect it. Among 
our children we ought to be on the lookout for either 
to happen. - 

2. The nature of faith. Faith implies (1) Credence: 
assent to a creed; apprehension of a truth. (2) Con- 
fidence: reliance upon a person or a truth. (3) Obe- 
dience: the yielding of the will to another. All these 
three elements are necessarily, though not perhaps con- 
sciously, present in saving faith. Paul’s new faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ was at once subjected to a 
simple test of obedience. The test was not necessary 
for the Lord for he knows all things, but it was 
necessary for Paul himself. It revealed to him as 
nothing else could have done the reality and com- 
en of the turn over which had come in his 
life. 


3. God’s way of guidance. Paul was led on a step 
at a time. God always gives his people light to see 
not the next step on their"pathway, but the direction 
in which that step should be taken. They very often 
do not see where their foot will fall. Still less do 
they see a second step ahead. The reason is that 
the life of faith is essentially the life of dependence 
upon God. 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
Me 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and sccounts for their variety, stimulus. and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some.of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


INCE Saul’s life is introduced to us in his full 
maturity, at the death of Stephen, where do we learn 
anything of his early life? 

2. Name some of the characteristics of Saul of Tarsus 
before his conversion. 

3. How could he be conscientious when he was doing 
wrong? (Personal.) 

4. What _ was. the most amazing thing that was re- 
vealed to Saul in the experience of the Damascus road? 

5. Why does Saul’s conversion furnish an unusually 
clear-cut illustration of the definition of conversion? 

6. Can one man convert another? Why? 

7. Name three important steps in conversion. 

8. What is “repentance unto life” ? 

9. Did Saul “count the cost” of his transformation ? 
What was the cost? How did he later express his atti- 
tude in this regard? 

10. What other personal references in his letters add 
known facts concerning his life, other than those re- 
corded in the Acts? ” 


11. What important part of his work is inferred by 
many from such references? 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons tor 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


4. October 26.—World’s Temperance Sunday. (Spiritual 


Weapons in a World War.) .......... Galatians 5 : 13-26 
5. November 2.—Simon Peter. (From Weakness to 
Strength.) 


Mark 8 : 27-29; Luke 22 : 31-34; John 18 : 25-27; 21 : 15-17 
6. November 9.—Thomas. (The Honest Doubter.) 
John 11 : 14-16; 14: 5-8; 20: 24-29; 21:1, 2 
. November 16.—The Believing Centurion. (A Gentile 
whose Faith Jesus Commended.) ..... Matthew 8: 5-13 
8 November 23.—The Rich Young Ruler. (Refusing 
a Life of Sacrificial Service.) ......... Mark 10: 17-27 
9. November 30.—Zacchzus the Publican. (A Business 
PROG COA VORIEG,) cccaccicccccccccsecesscssess Luke 19 : 1-10 
10. December 7.—Stephen. (An Early Interpreter of 
RTARUIDUIEN Ss ) . Windn 90s osc cendvsovtcseses Acts 6:1 to 7:60 
11. December 14.—Saul of Tarsus. (How a Pharisee be- 
CHUNG GB CHISGME.) oo crcicccccccsevccvsces Acts 22: 3-15 
12, December 21.—Timothy. (The Influence of Home 
Training.) : 
-“ 16: 1-3; Philippians 2 : 19-22; 2 Timothy 1 : 1-6; 3 : 14-16 
tT, 


“ 


ROVINCINE SIOOOOND be cdc dewscscesectesecsccsseecstce Luke 2: 1-20 
13. December 28.—Review. (The Pattern of Christian 
Living.) 


- First Quarter 
1. January 4.—The Birth of John the Baptist ...Luke 1 


2. January 11.—The Childhood of Jesus ........... Luke 2 
3- January 18.—The Ministry of John the Baptist ..Luke 3 
4. January 25.—Jesus Tempted ......... Luke 3:21 to 4: 30 


5. February 1.—Jesus the Great Physician. 
: Luke 4: 31 to 5:30 





6. February 8—Jesus the World’s Teacher ...... Luke 6 
7. February 15.—Jesus the Friend of Sinners ........ Luke 7 
_—— 





12. Which of Paul’s’ letters indicate that they might 
have been written during a fourth journey? 

_13. What indicates the extent of Paul’s influence in 
his own day 


Coenen 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceeding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Mister Jew.”—/ am a Jew, ... instructed... of 
the law ... zealous for God (v. 3, R. V.). I came 
up to an angry fellow the other day and what he was 
saying about “a bunch of Jews” must have made their 
ears tingle, if that old superstition about the burning 
ears is true. As it happened, I found upon inquiry 
the warm language proved to be prompted by a case 
of the David Harum version of the Golden Rule. “Do 
unto the other fellow what he is going to do to you, 
and do it first.’ I received part of my education with 
a Jew. Abraham Reinheimer was his name, so you 
know! A finer or more upstanding man never lived 
than he. When he came to America he peddled 
notions from door to door from a basket on his arm. 
When his business had grown to a fine little whole- 
sale store I became his bookkeeper, aged twenty years, 
the job secured by my answering his ad in the Phila- 
delphia: Ledger. I always accused him of picking 
me from the army of applicants (it was during the 
hard times following the panic of 1873) because my 
big nose and broad mouth made me look like one of 
the chosen people! Paul was a Jew and proud of it. 
Why not? (Acts 23:6; 21:39.) The only piece of 
Statuary I have in my. home, or have ever bought is 
a bronze by Paul Bartlett, of a Jew. His name is 
David. If you would offer me a thousand dollars for 
my Jew in bronze I would laugh at you. I have two 
fine bronze medallion heads about twelve inches in 
diameter. They are beautifully modeled. Loot from 
some church abroad. I bought them from a Russian 
in Norfolk Street, New York. They are heads of 
two Jews, Jesus and his mother. Upon the walls of 
the room where I write are two pictures of a Jew. 
One is Blind’s head of Christ and the other is in 
“The Lord’s Supper.” There is a sign up there on 
the wall reading “A Jew is the Head of This House.” 
Then He is on other walls. How could I ever “slam” 
a Jew with a house full of him? 


The Modern Wonders.—I . . . heard a voice saying 
unto me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? ... 
‘And I said, What shall I do? (vs. 7, 10.) As I take 
up my pad and pencil to write a note upon this won- 
derful event in the life of Paul, I have just come from 
seeing “the first showing of the new wonder of tele- 
vision.” It was at Gimbels in Philadelphia. A pretty 
young girl sat in a booth under a powerful light. The 
electricity in some way, carried her face and body 
to a little screen some distance away. I pretended 
to be skeptical. The man in charge telephoned to 
the girl, “Throw the nice gentleman a kiss.” This 
the picture on the screen did. I cried, “All right, 
sister, I got it!” By the time this note is printed 
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like as not beautiful girls in Chicago, New York, yea, 
in Europe, may be throwing you kisses through the at- 
tachment you will have upon your radio, for things 
perfect themselves rapidly in these days. Is there 
anyone present in the Corner who does not believe 
that the Power which made this world with its elec- 
trons, ether waves, and so on, could not communicate 
easily with Paul in the way the record states? Paul 
was one of God’s men in training for his great enter- 
prise. If you have not already done so do not fail to 
read the autobiography of Professor Michael Pupin 
of Columbia. It is called “Emigrant to Inventor.” 
He is one of the great Christian scientists. His in- 
ventions have helped make our radio wonder possible. 
The President of the American Telegraph and Tele- 
phone Company, as I have told before, says one in- 
vention alone of Dr. Pupin’s has saved the company 
over $100,000,000 — yes, one hundred millions! Dr. 
Pupin got some of it. When you hear some Bol- 
shevist yap that no man can make a million honestly, 
give him a Pupin laff and tell him to go discover and 
invent something. (If an atheist really can.) The 
miracle of Paul’s conversion is not hard to understand 
and believe if you know your physics and your Bible 
and your history, and are in full touch with your day 
and generation. zd 


Witness or Pass.—For thou shalt be a witness for 
him unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard 
(v. 15, R. V.). When we squeeze into the crowded 
trolley car and hang to the straps as we go on our 
way’ over to Judge Hause’s court at the County 
Town we hear ont fellow say to another, “What have 
you to do with that Smith-Jones case?” The reply 
is, “Nothing much, only a witness.” That was ‘the 
business of the man Saul, “only a witness,” but as it 
turned out this only-a-witness Saul came to be the 
wonderful pleader Paul, the greatest advocate of all 
those who handled the case of Heaven vs. The World, 
The Flesh, and The Devil. When you start out to 
be a witness for the Lord there is no telling where 
you may-arrive. I have always contended that if 
any man presented something in the way of a “handle” 
for the Lord to catch hold of he was sure to be lifted 
to the highest place of which he is capable. Every 
one to whom the Lord has revealed himself is ex- 
pected to go witnessing “unto all men.” The present 
day Pauls have been witnessing. This from the Lit- 
erary Digest: “Church membership has increased 
over a million and a quarter a year for ten years, 
according to the last Federal census.” This is why 
we laugh our head off when some college professor 
breaks into print to tell us religion is on the decline. 
You don’t catch any man of affairs, any newspaper 
man or manufacturer, or merchant, making any such 
fool statement. Fool statements are left for half 
baked professors to pin feather school boys. There 
is one magazine whose editor might say something 
like that, but only one. Russian atheists running the 
country into the ground may say, “Religion is the opiate 
of the peaple,”’ but sane folks know better. The only 
folks who get anywhere are Lord and Lady Wit Ness. 
The only church that prospers is The Church of the 
Far Flung Wit Ness. The only nations that ride 
upon the high place is the United States of Wit Ness. 
Mr. High Roller did not witness and he “blew up.” 
The First Church Modernist did not witness and 
dried up. Russia does not witness — well, look at her! 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
+4 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MatERIALs: A pair of balances. As you speak, 
put on one side a roll of paper to represent the 
Law. Also place on the same side some money, 
a gilt crown, and a book. On the other side, at 
the proper moment, a Bible. Be sure your Bible 
is heaviest. 











AUL of Tarsus was a young man, a Pharisee 

who kept the Law. He had wealth and position, 
and the best education possible in that day. These 
were the whole of his life. There was nothing on 
the other side of the balance. 

But one day something happened. A _ voice out 
of Heaven spoke to him. We hear him saying, “Lord, 
what will you have me to do?” And we find that 
he is a new man; the things he once hated he now 
loves, and counts all these things he once loved as 
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus his Lord. 

Saul has been converted, and we no more think of 
him as Saul. He has become Paul. Something else 
has been put in the balance, the glory of his Lord and 
Christ. 

Is that voice of the Damascus Road speaking te 
you? Can you put all the things of your life on the 
one side, and honestly say that Christ is more to you 
than all these? 


Mount Hermon, CAL, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar is 

paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the’ lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 


A Dangerous Conscience. — Being 
zealous (Acts 22:3, R. V.). Dr. Alex- 
ander Smellie said in an article in THE 
Sunpay ScHoo. Times: “‘I ought’ is 
a noble rule when conscience has once 
been enlightened from above. But into 
what errors and excesses, foolishness and 
sins, the rule may plunge us when our 
‘ought’ is opposed to Christ!” Thus a 
Hindu said to a British Administrator in 
India, “Our consciences tell us to burn 
our widows on the funeral pyres of their 
husbands.” And the Englishmen replied: 
“Our consciences tell us to hang you if 
you do.”—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Emily McFarland, New- 
ark, Ohio. 

The New Life.—W hat shall I do, Lord? 
(v. 10.) That great California scientist of 
yours, Luther Burbank, ... takes a tree 
that has been going to the bad for some 
reason or other for hundreds. of years, 
and at last has become altogether ugly. 
and noxious, and by the shock of a new 
creation he breaks up all its old habits, 
turns its energies into fresh channels, 
and makes of: it a lovely and fruitful 
thing. And if ‘your magician can work 
that miracle, and break up the habits of 
the tree and make of it a new thing, beau- 
tiful and fruitful, why should it be thought 
a thing incredible that God can break a 
man off from his past, and recreate him 
in the image of righteousness and true 
holiness? — From Northfield Calendar. 
Sent by Ruth B. McDowell, Mooers, 
Ni Fs 


The Owner’s Reminder.—Thou shalt 
be his witness (v. 15). In traveling a 
few years ago I stopped at a hotel where 
the appointments were of the finest, and 
where the service was the best I had ever 
known. The proprietor has a chain of 
hotels, and is considered the most suc- 
cessful man in the business. Behind the 
desk of each employee, but hidden from 
the public view hangs a little sign with 
these words, “My reputation is in your 
hands.” Is His reputation in our hands? 
“Ye are my _ witnesses.’—From The 
Christian Herald. Sent by Emily Mc- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio. 

Are You a Clear Showcase ?—But 
when it was the good pleasure of God, 
who separated me, . . to reveal his 
Son in me (Gal. 1: 15, 16, R. V.). There 
in the store is a showcase. What is its 
purpose? Only to reveal the things’ in- 
side, which are for sale. And it pleased 
God to make a showcase of me! The 
onl: “way he has today of revealing to 
others the attractiveness of the Lord Jesus 
is by “showcases” chosen before they 
were born. Perhaps your mother was 
not a Christian; perhaps she did not 
love God; yet before your birth he 
chose you. This summer I was with an 
old Indian woman, one of Geronimo’s 
band. She was a hundred years old, but 
a child of God. The marvel of it all, 
before she was born, when her mother 
was roaming, a wild Indian woman, in 
the White Mountains of New Mexico, 
God called this woman, Jason’s mother, 
to make a “showcase” of her.—From L. 
L. Legters, in Christ Life. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Spencer, S. D. 


When He Lost His Home.—/ suffered 
the loss of all things, and do count them 
but refuse, that I may gain Christ 
(Golden Text, R. V.). The story is told 
of an only survivor of a wreck who was 
thrown on an uninhabited island. After 
a while he managed to build himself a 
hut, in which he placed the little all that 
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he had saved from the wreck. He prayed 
to God for deliverance, and anxiously 
scanned the horizon each day to hail any 
passing ship. One day on returning from 
a hunt for food he was horrified to find 
his hut in flames,— all he had had gone up 
in smoke. The worst had happened it 
seemed. But that which seemed, to have 
happened for the worst was in reality 
for the best. The next day a ship ar- 
rived. “We saw your smoke signal,” the 
captain said. If our lives are in God’s 
hands “all things work together for good.” 
—From a clipping. Sent by Emily Mc- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio. Prize illustra- 
tion, 


A List of Her Losses.—J count all 
things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord 
(Golden Text). A well-to-do old lady 
who had become a Christian late in life 
was one time walking along the city 
street accompanied by her granddaughter. 
Presently a beggar accosted them. The 
old lady listened to his tale and then, put- 
ting her hand in her purse, took out a 
half-dollar and placed it in his palm. At 
the next corner a woman of the Salva- 
tion Army was waiting and the old lady 
dropped a dollar in her kettle. As she 
did so her granddaughter looked at her 
curiously and then said: “Grandma, I 
guess you have lost a good deal since you 
have become a Christian, haven’t you?” 
“Yes,” said the old lady, “I have. I have 
lost a hasty temper, a habit of criticizing 
others, a tendency to spend all my spare 
time in social frivolities and pleasures 
that mean nothing. I have also lost a 
spirit of avarice and selfishness. Yes, in- 
deed, I have lost a good deal.”—From 
Christian Advocate. Sent by Mrs. Char- 
lotte J. Newsome, Montreal, Can. 


All This, and More.—For whom I suf- 
fered the loss of all things (Golden Text). 


He is a path, if any be misled; 
He is a robe, if any naked be; 
If any chance to hunger, He is bread; 
If any be a bondman, He is free; 
If any be but weak, how strong is He! 
To dead men life He is, to sick men 
health ; 
To blind men sight, and to the needy wealth; 
A pleasure without loss, a treasure with- 
out stealth. 


—From Giles Fletcher. 
Hutchison, Easton, Md. 


Sent by Ellen 


Let us not give him a partial trust, but 
daily, hourly serve him, “holding God’s 
faithfulness.”—J. Hudson Taylor. 





Lesson Hymns 


***Whosoever’ Means Me.” 

“Christ Receiveth Sinful Men.” 

“Since the Fullness of His Love Came In.” 
“Since Jesus Came into My Heart.” 
“What a Wonderful Saviour.’ 

“I Walk with the King.” 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we stand amazed at the changes that can 
come into the lives of those who have been 
enemies of the faith. How our hearts are 
thrilled by the story of the great change 
that came to Saul of Tarsus on the Damascus 
road! We humble ourselves before thee to- 
day, and we beseech thee to work in ussethat 
which may seem good to thee, in bringing 
us out of the deadness of sinful pride into 
simple faith in thy Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
May the things of the world cease to have 
the place of importance that they may have 
had with us, and may we turn to thee in 
all simplicity, seeking to know what thou 
wouldst have us do, even as Saul in the 
hour of his rebirth, We ask this in the 
name of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Did you ever hear 
of a man who had to be blinded before 
he could see? Well, perhaps you know 
just who I mean. Paul says that he 
could not see for the “glory of that 
light,” which shone from Heaven around 
him on that Damascus road, and then 
he tells us a little later that when Ananias 
told him to receive his sight, he looked 
upon him. How blind Paul was in his 
thinking, in his life purposes before blind- 
ness came upon his eyes! How clearly 
the whole man saw after that blindness 
was taken away! Are any of us here 





OUT OF LINDNESS 
INTO ELIEF 


“WHAT WILT THOU 
HAVE ME TO DO?” 











today blind as to what God wants us 
to do? Are we spiritually blind, and are 
we refusing to follow him, or perhaps 
even going directly contrary to what the 
Lord would have us do? Perhaps this 
school at this hour may be a Damascus 
road for some of us, even though a blind- 
ing light may not break through from 
Heaven. This may be the very hour 
when the voice of the Lord may be clearly 
heard in our souls, and when we will 
humbly ask him what he will have us 
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do. Will you listen for that voice? Will 

you put«yourself in the Lord’s hands for 

the doing of his will? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


ye 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


President and Professor of Education 
at Juniata College 





THe Law or INTEREST.—An ob- 
ject is of interest either through 
instinctive appeal or through associ- 
ation with an object already inter- 
esting. 





T LEAST three conditions are potent 
in creating interest in the story of 
Saul of Tarsus. First of all, He was a 
strong character. His familiarity with 
the games and his reference to fighting 
with beasts at Ephesus might even lend 
color to the suggestion that in his youth 
he had manifested unusual physical 
strength. However that may be, strength 
of conviction, of determination, and of 
leadership are manifest whenever Paul 
asserts himself. , 
But a strong man reversing himself 
is of even greater interest than a strong, 
man manifesting himself. And we have 
here an outstanding instance of such re- 
versal, so complete in fact that it is 
hard to conceive of a turn-about more 
complete, or fraught with more far-reach- 
ing consequences, both to the individual 
himself and to those whose lives had 
been tied up with his, and were later 
to come under his influence. Indeed, it 
is not too much to assert that the coft- 
sequences of this reversal of attitude and 
life are yet reverberating in the life of 
our world. 
Naturally such a reversal would not 
take place without a cause; and in the 
cause we find again a motive of interest, 
not only in the attempt to discover what it 
was, but in the revelation of the fact 
that it was a supernatural and divine 
cause. For, however much men may 
dread the supernatural, we are so con- 
stituted as to find a strange attraction 
in it always, and as we find here the ex- 
planation of what changed the persecut- 


ing Saul into the consecrated Paul we 


come upon one of the most striking of 
the episodes recorded in the Scriptures. 
Certainly, with these natural inter- 
ests working for us, it should not be 
hard for the teacher to present the les- 
son in such a way that the class will 
not only be drawn to it, but be led to 
detect in it the message which it will 
have for their own hearts if open to re* 
ceive it. The risen Christ is still capable 
of working a miracle change in the hard- 
est heart, whenever that heart will be 
willing to bow to his will. 
HunTINGDON, Pa, 


ve 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Acts 7:58; 8:1-3; 9: 1-31. 
Ask the children if they remember 

the name of the young man who led the 
band of men who stoned Stephen. Talk 
with them a few minutes about this 
strong, active person. The. object of 
the lesson should be to help each child 
know Saul, and learn the wonderful 
change that came into his life after the 
Lord Jesus spoke to him from Heaven. 
After the death of Stephen, Saul seems 
to have hated the Christians more than 
ever. He went into their homes, and sent 
both meh and women to prison just be- 
cause they believed in the Lord Jesus. 
This caused many of the Lord’s followers 
to leave Jerusalem, and go to other places 
to live. In this way the Good News 
spread to other parts of the world, and 
there were believers in many places. But 
Saul followed them, and wherever he 
found followers of the Lord Jesus he 
arrested them. Once he got letters from 
the high priest to the rulers of the syn- 
agogue in Damascus, a heathen city about 
one hundred and fifty miles from Jeru- 
salem. These letters gave Saul permis- 





























Lesson for December 14 


siofi to arrest any Christians in Damas- 


cus, men or women, and to bring them 
bound to Jerusalem. Saul and his men 
set out on their journey. Perhaps each 
one rode a beautiful strong horse, and 
they hoped soon to lay strong hands on 
the Christians in Damascus. 

The Lord Jesus had said that if any- 
one would give one of his disciples a 
cup of cold water in his name, that he 
would accept the good deed, and reward 
the giver, just as if the water had been 
given to him. And so when he saw his 
enemies putting his followers in prison 
and beating them just because they be- 


lieved in him he counted it just as if 


they were treating him in that way. Of 


course, he could have struck these men 
dead. -But he had told his disciples to 


love their enemies, and to pray for all 


who mistreated them. The children will 
remember that Stephen had prayed to 


God not to punish the people for kill- 


ing him. And the Saviour prayed when 
his enemies were crucifying him, “Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what 


they do.” 


The Lord Jesus loved Saul, and wanted 
him to know the true way. Perhaps the 
children can tell about the great light 
and the voice from Heaven, and how 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





SAVL Of TARSYVS 











vs. 12-03. 
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Saul fell to the ground, and asked in a 
humble way, “Who art thou, Lord?” Ex- 
plain to the class that Saul did not know 
the Lord Jesus, and when he heard that 
voice of authority say, “I am Jesus of 
Nazareth whom thou persecutest,’ he 
was afraid, and surprised, too. Perhaps 
Saul thought of all the cruel deeds he 
had done to the Lord’s followers, and he 
showed his willingness to become a fol- 
lower himself, for he asked humbly, 
“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 
The Lord had not showed all of his 
glory, jast to frighten Saul, so he an- 
swered in a forgiving voice, “Arise, and 
go into the city, and it shall be told thee 
what thou must do.” 

Saul went on into Damascus, but in- 
stead of a strong man riding at the head 
of his band of men, causing all Christians 
who saw him to hide from him, a man 
humbled and blinded by the sight of the 
Lord’s glory was led into the city to wait 
until the Lord sent Ananias, a Chris- 
tian of Damascus, to lay hands on him 
that he might réceive his sight, and be 
filled with the Holy Spirit. Then he was 
baptized, and numbered among the very 
men whom he had come to ~ rest, and he 
began at once to tell others about the 
Lord Jesus. 

The Lord’s enemies hated to lose such 
a strong helper as Saul had been, and 
when they saw that he was going to be 
just as faithful serving the Lord as he 
had been persecuting the Christians, they 
planned to kill him, and watched the 
gates of the city night and day to catch 
him. It will interest the little folks to 
know that his friends let him down over 
the wall in a basket. After this the 
Jews planned many times to kill Saul, 
and perhaps he suffered more for being 
a follower of the Lord Jesus than any 
other man. And after telling the Good 
News in many countries, he was finally 
killed for the Name he once hated. 

“We love Lim, because he first loved 
us” (1 John 4:19, Memory Verse). 

Cuinton, S. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


God triumphing: 
(1) In a proud heart. 
(2) Through a surrendered life. 
(3) To the world’s salvation. 











F to his own generation Stephen’s 

death seemed to write “failure” over 
God’s plan and power, surely here is 
a complete contrast in our study of Saul 
of Tarsus, for even those who shared 
his life must have read “triumph” in the 
results they could see from it, despite all 
Saul himself suffered for that triumph. 
And how gloriously we of this day can 
see that God did triumph in and through 
that life! For God, who is his own best 
interpreter, has made plain to us his pur- 
pose in all of that most remarkable life 
ever lived by a human being, so that we 
must read “God’s triumph” in all Saul’s 
life. 


(1) And that triumph had to begin in 
that proud heart that was “consenting” 
to Stephen’s death, at the close of our 
last study. That he did so “consent,” 
officially, as one of those who had the 
right to give his vote against those first 
believers in Jesus Christ, he himself ex- 


plicitly said, afterward. (See “Home | 


Study” for last week, noting especially 
Acts 26: 10, 
But for the truth that the unrelenting 
memory of that death he had voted for 
“bruised his hard heart to thought of 
swift repenting” and became, eventually, 
“God’s potent spur his whole soul’s might 
compelling” to the world-wide mission 
recorded of Saul of Tarsus in the New 
Testament, we must read “between the 
lines” of all that is so recorded. 
However accounted for, humanly speak- 
ing, the fact is plainly written that God 
did triumph in that proud heart that 





Saul of Tarsus was carrying, loaded with 
hot and bitter memories as it surely must 


have been, to Damascus, and he heard 
the very voice of the Jesus of Nazareth 
whom he was so persecuting, revealing 
to him that his heart’s load was fully 
known and understood. ‘Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do?” were the. brief 
words of his immediate surrender, but 
they voiced a surrender that was in 
truth to the very uttermost. 


(2) That. those half-dozen words be- 
spoke a weight of devotion seldom since 
equalled in any life, every thoughtful 
reader of Paul’s life must acknowledge. 
The surrendered heart was followed by 
a life of such surrender to God’s wiil 
and way, a love of such depth and pas- 
sion for that Jesus of Nazareth, such 
an understanding of the meaning of it 
all in our lives, and such a conviction 
of the unshakable truth of the resurrec- 
tion of his Lord (upon which it all stands 
or falls), that all the critics of all the 
world, then and since, have not been able 
to break down Paul’s testimony to the 
Christian faith! How might not Saul’s God | 
and ours triumph again through another 
such surrender! Paul did not count the | 
suffering of that life against that triumph, 
nor any “gain” he gave in exchange for 
it, as more than the merest “refuse.” 


your girls? 


triumph when we look only at this one 
man’s heart and life. .We see his whole 
world well-nigh evangelized with’ the 
Good News before his comparatively 
short life closed! “Closed”? Is God’s 
triumph in and through Saul of Tarsus 
“closed” even yet? Is he not a living 
voice to your girls this very week? What 
might not be God’s further triumphs in 
us should we only do as Paul himself 
beseeches us,— ‘Yield yourselves unto 


God, ... . and your members as instru- 
ments of righteousness unto God”? 
Home Study 


Write, in your notes, what you have 
learned this week of “The God Who 
Triumphs” while you read Paul’s testi- 
mony to this triumphing power in the 
eighth chapter of Romans. Note spe- 
cially verses 11 to 18 and 28 to 39. Be- 
gin now to memorize those last verses, 
35-39 —a__ rich life-heritage they will 
prove to you. 

Decatur, GA. 


Can Your Class 
Find the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue oi CHRISTIAN YouTH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teén age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CHRISTIAN YouTH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe Sunpay 
ScHoo. TIMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 





in the Revised Version.) | 


School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. What link is there between Paul, 
| or Saul, and Stephen? 


2. How could Paul be both a Jew and 
a Roman citizen? 

3. Why was Paul so careful to men- 
tion his early faith and training to his 
persecutors? 

4. What great fact was it on the Da- 
mascus road that changed Paul’s view- 
point and his allegiance? 

5. What evidence have we in Paul’s 
life that this change gripped every part 
of his being? 

6. What do we see from Paul’s experi- 
ence as to the time it takes for a person 
to be converted? 





(3) But we have not done with God’s | 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys Class 





een ee 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: “Pulling a boner.” 

Discussion: Let the fellows name some 
of the symptoms of going in the wrong 
direction today. oe 

Objective: Getting right with God, 








| 














AY, fellows, still fresh in your mem- 

ory is that tragic thing which hap- 
pened last year in the season’s most noted 
football game, when a star player got 
the ball and ran almost the whole length 
of the field toward the enemy’s goal, mis- 
taking it for his owr. That was an 
acute case of “pulling a boner,” and it 
came near giving many of the fans nerv- 
ous prostration. I well remember the 
blank amazement on the faces of those 
grouped around a certain radio when the 
announcement of that misplay came 
through. Yet, it should not be so sur- 
prising that in the heat of a scrimmage 
on a strange field, with the din of roaring 
| thousands in the grandstands and 


“Who follows in his train?” Any of | | bleachers and the nerve racking strain 


of a national intercollegiate championship 
game, a fellow in possession of the ball 
runs in the wrong direction. 

Saul of Tarsus, en route to Damascus 
was “pulling a boner.” He was going 
exactly in the wrong direction, apparently 
without knowing it. He says he did it 
ignorantly (1 Tim. 1:13). He told king 
Agrippa’ (Acts 26:6-11) that he verily 
had thought he ought to be opposing the 
name of Jesus Christ. But Jesus, the 
Great Coach, threw him down on his 
face in the Syrian plain and showed him 
clearly he was wrong; and the inspiring 


| thing about this “boner” is that the 


runner turned squarely around and: took 
the right direction. He picked up the 
ball, as it were, and went back over the 
full length of his mistake to make a 
touchdown. That would hardly be pos- 
sible in football. But “with God all 
things are possible.” And when a fel- 
low yields his will to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, he can make a comeback from 
the worst mistake. It has been done 
many times; it will continue to be done 
again and again, as fellows catch a vision 
of Jesus in the Way, and fall before 
him, saying as Saul did, “Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do?” 

Fellows, God has given you “posses- 
sion of the ball.” No doubt about it, 
young fellows of today hold wonderful 
advantages. No age before this has ever 
bestowed upon its youth such facilities 
for achievement. My father thought it 
was good to make six miles an hour over 
the country road. I can make sixty, if 
necessary. He was jolted; I ride in per- 
fect ease and smoothness, This genera- 
tion can fly. Others have only crept 
along over the face of the earth, by 
comparison. It used to be, not so many 
years ago, that a man’s voice would 
carry only so far as he could stand on 
a hilltop and yell it through the air. New 
one can sit in the quiet of his room and 
speak audibly around the world. Do you 
recall the conversation last summer on 
the radio between Schenectady, Belgium, 
Java, and Japan, when we all listened 
in? I well remember the saving of ice 
from the winter’s freezing on the pond, 
the cutting of stove wood, the daily 
trimming and cleaning of kerosene lamps, 
and the reading of a weekly paper; but, 
boy, you only have to touch a button now 
to ice the refrigerator, heat the cookstove, 
flood the room with light, and get the 
last minute news and music over the 
radio. 

You’ve got the ball; but in which di- 
rection are you running with it? 

Many a fellow today is going headloné 
toward the wrong goal. He may. be 
ignorantly doing so, but it is not likely. 
There are very few in this enlightened | 
age who do not know right from wrong. 
If you are going in the wrong direction, 
you can stop right now and turn. The 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ permits 
you to do that, even as in the case of 
Saul of Tarsus. More than that, his 
grace will enable you to do it. Stop, as 
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Saul did, and lay everything at the feet 
of Jesus, saying, “Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do?” and the record of your 
glorious recovery and righting will be 
recorded even as was that of Saul’s, in 
his own words: “I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith: henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 
me at that day: and not to me only, but 
unto all them also that love his appear- 
ing.” 
Greenszoro, N. C. 


w 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of December 7) 


1. The Greciahs, or Hellenists as they 
ace sometimes called, were Greek-speaking 
Jews, who had been living outside their 
own land among the Greek-speaking peo- 
ples of the Roman empire, while “the 
Hebrews” were those Pye who had lived 
always in Palestine and spoke Aramaic, the 
common speech of that land in that age. 
The Hellenists often spoke both Greek and 
Aramaic, and sometimes even Hebrew also, 
like Saul of Tarsus. 

2. All indications are that. Stephen was 
a Hellenist. Note his “ye,” rather than “we” 
in Acts 7:4, indicating a difference in the 
attitud@ of himself and his hearers toward 
the land they were both then living in, 
whereas he spoke of Abraham .as “our” 
father (7: 2) indicating oneness as to race. 
His name was itself Hellenistic, though 
many Palestine-born Jews, in that age, are 
called by Greek equivalents of old Hebrew 
names in our New Testament. 

3. Would not the apostles have.taken care 
to choose men from the Hellenistic group 
to serve as the new “deacons” to remedy 
the very difficulty of which their own group 
had brought complaint? All their names 
(save one only, —the proselyte Nicolas, — 
himself evidently a Greek by race) indicate 
that they were all Greek-speaking Jews. 

4. “He, being full of the Holy Ghost” 
(Acts 7:55). 

5. Grace (Acts 6:8, R. V.), faith (Acts 
6:8), wisdom (Acts 6:10), and power 
(Acts 6: 8). 

6. In doing miracles and in preaching, 
though these are not excluded, and of course 
not man’s appointment, but the Spirit's lead- 
ing was his guide. 

. in doing miracles and in the boldness 
of his preaching to the Jews. 

8. It was men from other Greek-speaking 
synagogues who so bitterly opposed Stephen, 
finally bringing him before the Sanhedrin 
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for trial (Acts 6: 8-15). They were not 
believers in Christ as their Messiah, as 
Stephen was (6: 14), and evidently resented 
his conversion to the new faith. 

9. Saul of Tarsus (Acts 8:1; 22: 20 and 
26: 10). 

10. “And Saul was consenting unto his 
death” (Acts 8:1). A mere onlooker might 
have agreed with what was going on, but 
to consent implies some definite power either 
to vote for or against. 


11. Knowledge of the Scriptures and of 
the history of his people, courage, and de- 
votion to Christ. 


12. The death of Jesus Christ. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Dec. 21. Joy to the World. Luke 2: -3, 14; 
Eph, 5:19, 20. (A music meeting.) 

Dec. 28.. Things This Year Has Taught Us. 
Deut. 8 : 1-6. 

Jan. 4. How to Keep on the Upgrade. Phil. 
3 :12-16, (Consecration meeting.) 

Jan. 11. My Idea of What a Young Man 
Ought‘ to Be. Exod. 2: 16-20. - 





Sunday, December 14 


How to Make Others Happy 
(Eph. 4: 31, 32; 5:1, 2) 





Mon.—Be kind (Col. 3: 12-17). 
Tues—Be patient (Jas.-1:3, 4). 
Wed.—Be willing to help (Mark 2: 1-5). 
Thurs.—Be forgiving (Matt. 18 : 21-35). 
Fri—Be gentle (Tit. 3:1, 2). 

Sat.—Be true (Prov. 11 : 13). 











What is happiness? 
The power of kind words. 
‘What courtesies can we show others? 


HE Scotch are not as a rule given 

to showing their emotions. Never- 
theless, it is said of a Scotchman, who 
had found the Lord Jesus Christ as his 
Saviour, that he was so joyful that he 
could scarcely find words to express him- 
self. He stood up in a testimony meet- 
ing and declared, “I’m happier noo, when 
I am no happy, than I wis afore when 
I wis happy.” 


It is well for us to realize that be- 
fore we can bring true joy into other 
lives we must first know what it is 
to have true joy in our own hearts. Some 
one has pointed out that there is a dif- 
ference between joy and happiness. Hap- 
piness depends upon happenings or cir- 
cumstances. Joy cannot be affected by 
circumstances and happenings. Never- 
theless, there ‘is a sense in which the 
two words are used interchangeably to- 
day. And so, in thinking about making 
others happy, let us think not so much 
of doing or saying things that will bring 
only temporary pleasure or satisfaction, 
but how we may help them into a joy 
and happiness that shall be lasting, and 
that shall enable them to rise above the 
circumstances about them, no matter how 
unfavorable they may be. 

se 

Our Scripture lesson points out some 
ways in which we may bring joy into 
the hearts of others. These are all 
within the reach cf every one of us. In 
fact, we shall see if we read some of 
the verses in the fourth chapter of Ephe- 
sians that precede our lesson verses, that 
what Paul recommends here is not some 
unusual life, available to only a. few. 
Rather, it should be the normal life of 
every believer. It is to be the result 
of the fact that we are new creatures or 
creations in Christ Jesus (Eph. 4:24). It 
is-to be in sharp contrast to the way 
those act and speak who do not know 
Christ. (vs. 17-19). se 
‘* Paul warns the Ephesians against a 
number of specific things such as lying, 
unjustified anger, filthy conversation, and 
the ‘like. Indeed, Christians of today 
need to be warned against these very 
things, jtist as did. the Ephesians of old. 

But those evils with which our lesson 
deals particularly are “found:>in verses 
31 and 32. Notice the two classes, — 
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bitterness, wrath and anger, in which we 
may indulge inwardly and which we some- 
times successfully conceal from others; 
and clamor, evil speaking, and malice, 
which. are outward demonstrations of 
these inward feelings. We think, some- 
times, that we have accomplished much 
when we suppress the outward demon- 
stration of anger, wrath, or bitterness. 
But we see here that their inward pres- 
ence is also terribly out of place in those 
who are new creatures in Christ Jesus. 
Let us think for a moment what it 
would mean if all Christians were char- 
acterized by the absence of these things 
in their hearts and lives. Would it make 
for the happiness of others? We may 
each have a practical demonstration of 
this if we will. Are you willing to let 
God take these things out of your life 
and to enable you so to live in your home 
and among your friends that these evils 
shall be absolutely missing? He wants 
to demonstrate that this very thing can 
be done in your life. 
ye 
Now notice the positive side in verse 
32 of our lesson. This is just as im- 
portant as the negative. It is not enough 
for Christians to have no anger or malice 
in their hearts toward others. There 
cannot be a void, and if our hearts are 
to show no malice they must be filled 
with love and forgiveness and mercy, a 
willingness to do more than we are re- 
quired to do by mere courtesy or justice, 
a reafliness to forgive more than we 
might naturally be expected to forgive, 
demonstrating kindness where no kind- 
ness is deserved. This is God’s plan, — 
God’s normal life, —for believers, and it 
will bring happiness into the lives of 
others as nothing else can that we can do. 
ye 
But we must not forget that one great 
purpose of true Christian living is to 
create hunger in the hearts of others for 
God’s power in their lives. Here it is 
that Christians may have a part in bring- 
ing a joy unspeakable to others. We 
may by exemplary living make it more 
comfortable for others to live with us, 
but what is this compared to leading 
them, through such example, to know the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who alone can fill 
their hearts with lasting joy! Are we 
willing, then, to be used in this double 
way to make others happy? Let us tell 
God that we are, and ask him so to use 


us. 
ye 

What unhappiness is my _ inconsistent 
Christian living bringing to others? 

How am I failing to bring to others true 
happiness by hindering them from know- 
ing the Lord Jesus in a definite, personal 
way? 

Am I willing to let Christ show me how 
to “walk” in love? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





With the New Books 











When I Was a Girl in Hungary. By 
Elizabeth Pongracz-Jacobi. (Lothrop, 
Lee and Shephard Co., Boston, $1.25.) 
All the “Children in Other Lands” books 
present the pills of geography and his- 
tory in a way that is delightfully sugar- 
coated, but since Hungary is one of the 
least known of European countries, a 
particularly unique and fascinating story 
is here offered to girl readers everywhere. 
With Elizabeth herself they will visit 
the twin city of Budapest, as well as 
the great farm home of Eors; they will 
eat queer tartlets stuffed with cabbage 
and curds, and drink cream-crested cof- 
fee; while for Sunday church, they will 
put on perhaps a dozen stiffly starched 
and frilled petticoats. Best of all there 
will be Sylvester Night with its grand 
chase of the little pink pig, and many 
other drolly interesting frolics which 
American children know nothing about. 


Golden Feather. By Luigi Capuana, 
translated by Dorothy Emmrich. (E. P. 
Dutton Co, New York City, $2.50.) 
Fairy folk still live in the minds of 
children, and even grown-ups sometimes 
enjoy reading of their amazing doings. 
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An Italian story-writer has created and 
peopled a world of the unreal that is 
equal to any of the old favorites. There 
are kings and queens and their subjects, 
and the beautiful princess whose affairs 
are constantly being tangled up by fairies 
good and bad. The fairy folk make a 
naughty little princess as light as a 
feather; they cure King Thunder of his 
awful voice that made people deaf; they 
make animals, dolls, and people do many 
strange and amusing things. The stories 
are charimingly written, and profusely 
illustrated. 


West Indian Treasures. By Winifred 
Hulbert. (Friendship Press, New York 
City, cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents.) Cuba, 
Porto Rico, Haiti are little more than 
names to most people of the United 
States, although they are near neigh- 
bors of ours. This mission study text- 
book for boys and girls gives in attrac- 
tive form a view of the history of these 
islands, the wrongs they have endured, 
their ratural resources still undeveloped 
but capable of producing comfort instead 
of the poverty that now burdens them. 
It also shows the spiritual destitution, 
and the various attempts that have been 
made to take them the Christian message. 
The book is interesting as a story and 
truly informing. 


The True Functions of the Sunday 
School. By Arthur Flake. (Sunday 
School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, Nashville, Tenn., 60 cents 
cloth; 40 cents paper.’ When an officer 
asked an Indian why he had deserted the 
U. S. Army, he replied, “Too much salute 
and not enough shoot.” Which piquant 
quotation from Mr. Flake’s book stands 
as an epitome of the entire study. For 
if there is any doubt in the reader’s 
mind that the Sunday-school needs more 
direc€ “shooting” in all its ministries, 
particularly in that of soul-winning, the 
author will quickly dispel such doubt. 
Clearly and forcefully he shows that 
the Sunday-school is not a child or ally 
of the church, nor yet an independent 
organization; not a place for women and 
children only, nor an educational system 
similar to the secular school; but that 
it is the most powerful agency in the 
church for teaching, employment, out- 
reaching, training, worship, soul-winning, 
church-financing, promotion of social life, 
and for world-wide missionary activity. 
The book is written by a Southern Bap- 
tist for his own denomination, but every 
Sunday-school worker will do well to 
own a copy for diligent study. At the 
close are test and review questions. 


From Boston to Boston. By Annie 
Russell Marble. (Lothrop, Lee and Shep- 
ard Co., Boston, $2.) Hannah Garrett 
and her older brother, Richard, a boy 
and girl of 1630, are the heroine and hero 
of this tale. It opens in old Boston, 
England, in the winter of 1629-1630, and 
gives a picture of the anticipation, both 
eager and anxious, with which the Gar- 
rett family and their friends awaited the 
coming of spring and their sailing to 
New England. The ten long, weary 
weeks on shipboard are described. In 
the new land they first experience settle- 
ment life in Salem, and later real pioneer 
life. One of the most stirring incidents 
is Hannah’s voyage in a shallop to Ply- 
mouth with her father. The start was 
made when the weather was mild, but 
a storm of sleet and freezing temperature 
overtook them, their anchor dragged, and 
they drifted toward the open sea. Han- 
nah’s father insisted on her wearing his 
coat as an added protection and, as a 
result of the hours of suffering from ex- 
posure and cold, he died before land was 
reached. Hannah and the others were 
rescued and cared for by friendly In- 
dians. This and most of the other in- 
cidents related in the book are historically 
accurate, but a few are imaginary. How- 
ever, all are true to the life of the time 
and present a vivid picture of joys and 
hardships of the sturdy pioneer settlers 
of New England. 


Porto Rican Neighbors. By Charles 
W. St. John. (Friendship Press, New 
York City, $1.) Home mission study 
groups for Juniors will find an attractive 
aid in these little sketches of child life 
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Lesson for December 14 





E HAVE under the bless- 

ing of God a splendid work 
in Roumania. Amid opposition 
and persecution the workers have 


held and taken ground for God. 


If you desire to know more 
about this constructive work, its 
needs, opportunities, and difficul- 
ties, write 
American European Fellowship 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York City, N. Y. 











in Porto Rico, Each story teaches a 
lesson as well as reveals the differing 
viewpoint of these neighbors of ours. 
There is the amusing mistake that all 
Americans are immensely rich, and also 
the more serious one that they all have 
some ulterior motive. Kindness, how- 
ever, conquers fear and prejudice. A 
little Porto Rican girl was helping her- 
self to some of the things that belonged 
to her employer, because there was more 
than was really needed and it was not 
locked up. When some boys took her 
pet’ dog because’ it was not tied up one 
night, she saw the point and quickly 
came to realize for the first time that 
there are such things as property rights. 
Other stories teach similar lessons. 
American children will find the book en- 
tertaining and amusing. 


Child Care and Training. By Mar- 
ion L. Faegre and John E. Anderson. 
(The University of Minnesota Press, 
Minneapolis, $2.) “Johnny is so exas- 
perating I don’t know what to do.” “Oh 
yes, Mary has her thumb in her mouth 
most of the time, but I don’t know how 
to break her of it.” “By supper ,time I 
am a nervous wreck.” “My, but I am 
glad when they are all in bed at night!” 
Many a mother—for it’s the mothers 
who bear much of the burden of child 
training—says something like this at least 
oncé a week. Many parents are missing 
the joys they might have as they watch 
their children grow—joys that will slip 
through their fingers all too soon—and 
many are permanently injuring their 
children’s character through selfishness, 
impatience, indifference, and a deplorable 
lack of knowledge. The wealth of sound 
counsel in this volume comes from a 
wide experience, for the authors have 
children of their own, and both are con- 
nected with the educational department 
of the University of Minnesota. Mrs. 
Feagre is the mother of,three boys, and 
is Assistant Professor of Parental Edu- 
cation; Dr. Anderson has five children, 
the eldest a girl of ten, and he is the 
Director of the Institute of Child Wel- 
fare at the University. There is advice 
on almost every subject that parents of 
young children have to face. Some of 
the topics discussed are Diet and Cloth- 
ing, General Care of the Body, Symp- 
toms and. Elementary Treatment of 
Children’s*‘Diseases, What Can Be Ex- 
pected in Mental Growth; Emotional, 
Eating, and Sleeping Habits; Curiosity, 
Truth, and Falsehood; Play, Books and 
Reading, and Family Life. There is an 
exceptionally fine chapter on Construc- 
tive Discipline. Christian parents will 
regret that there are occasional allusions 
to evolution. There are a number of 
fine photograps of children at work and 
play, and illustrations from real life are 
liberally used throughout the text. A 
large number of authorities on child 
training are quoted, and at the end of 
each chapter are given lists of study 
questions and reference books. As the 
book is written from the point of view 
of modern psychology, it is a purely ra- 
tional discussion of child training. It is 
not based on the extreme views of mech- 
anistic psychology, but on the other hand 
it makes no mention of the vital impor- 
tance of training in the Scriptures and 
family worship in the home, a lack that 
will be evident to all Christian parents. 
But the advice that is given on a great 
variety of problems, based-as it is on 
experience, is remarkably practicable, and 
will be of the greatest value to all par- 
ents, 
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Missionary Subscriptions 


To the Editor: As one of those who for 
some time have received THE Sunpay 
ScHoo.t Times free by the kindness of the 
Company, I am writing to thank you most 
sincerely for such a truly precious gift. 
look forward so much to opening the paper 
when I see it on my table after returning 
from hard country trips, and still more to 
reading it either in the quiet of my room 
or on arrival at the place where I next have 
a class. Here in Korea we have many 
gatherings for the study of the Bible dur- 
ing the cold winter months, and as I have 
joint charge of the evangelistic work among 
the women of this district, I am away a 
good deal. I specially appreciate the TIMES 
because it contains so many answers to 
questions that often perplex one —also so 
much to help in teaching. Very many 
thanks. 

With every good wish for continued 
blessing on the paper.—A missionary in 
Korea. 

This missionary, like many others, 
is receiving the Trmes through the Mis- 
sionary Subscription plan. Such _ sub- 
scriptions are made possible through the 
Missionary Subscription Fund, and they 
are taken at the club rates of $1.50 a year, 
or $2 where foreign postage is required. 
By this plan the TrmEs is sent throughout 
the United States and Canada as well as 
foreign lands to Christian workers who 
cannot afford a subscription. 

Many contributions “to the Missionary 
Subscription Fund come in during the 
year, and many subscribers send with the 
money for their own renewal an equal 
amount for a subscription for a mission- 
ary or other Christian worker whose 
name the Times selects. Those who 
would like to have a share in thus en- 
larging the ministry of the T1IMEs may 
send gifts to the Missionary Subscription 
Fund, The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. 
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Winning Financial Freedom 


HE Layman Company’s pamphlet, 

“Winning Financial Freedom,” has 
proved so popular and effective that once 
more we Offer it to any pastor without 
charge. On request we will send, postage 
paid, enough copies to supply all the lay 
officials of his church. 

The pamphlet describes a simple meth- 
od by which the pastor may carry on, 
quietly and steadily, the education of his 
people in the principles of Christian giv- 
ing, without interfering with his other 
work, and at a cost purely nominal. 

The Layman Company is a non-profit, 
inter-denominational Christian agency 
which puts its resources at the service of 
all the churches. 

When you write please mention The 
Sunpay ScHoot Times and give your 
denomination—The Layman Company, 
730 Rush St., Chicago, 
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What Billy Learned 
from an Airship 
By Clara B. Blair 


The following story is founded on fact. 

The incident of the ‘Los Angeles”’ isa true 

one, and only slight changes were made in 

names and conversation. 

ILLY didn’t understand Christ’s second 

coming. In fact, Billy had never 
heard of such a thing till Teacher Laura 
came. To be sure he went to meeting 
on Thursdays and again on Sundays, and 
sat in the gallery of the meeting room 
of the great boarding school in which 
he was a day pupil. 

He sometimes heard in meeting how 
the Lord Jesus had once come to earth 
and had died on the cross to save us 
from sin, but no one ever said he was 
coming again. Really Billy didn’t quite 
see how his coming the first time and 
dying on a cross could help him to be 
good. To be strictly truthful, the sub- 
ject had never been very interesting to 
him anyway. It seemed so far away, 
and so much like fairy stories which 
Billy couldn’t endure. 





He did know that Christ came to earth 
as a baby, and that Christmas was his 
birthday. But the thing that pleased 
him most about this was that their school 
always had an entertainment and spoke 
pieces about the Christ Child and Santa 
Claus. Once he even got to act the part 
of “Little Santa,” old Santa’s son. By 
the side of this great privilege the Christ 
Child vanished and Santa loomed up 
large indeed. 

But since Teacher Laura came things 
were different. She made them feel that 
Jesus was real. She loved to tell her 
pupils how he had come as a little baby, 
and she put new meaning into the Christ- 
mas story. She made them see a great 
difference between this story and common 
stories, between Christ and Santa, 

She told them how he had orice been 
just the size of them and how he had 
kept on growing till he had become a 
young man, as boys do now. She told 
them how he worked with his father and 
did as his father wished him to do. She 
told them how he went about doing good, 
healing the sick, and even raising the 
dead. 

She told them how wicked men nailed 
him to the cross and he died and was 
buried, and rose again the third day. Oh! 
careless Billy was interested now. And 
then that day when He took His dis- 
ciples out to the Mount of Olives and 
gave them their great commission and 
then went up! up! Why, Billy looked 
till the clouds hid the Lord from view, 
and when he looked down to earth again 
he almost thought he saw the two men 
in white, and heard them say that Jesus 
would come again as they had seen him 
go. But how it was to be done and 
when, of course no one knew, and watch- 
ing and waiting were not in Billy’s line. 
Well, one morning Teacher Laura came 
to school with an unusually bright face. 

“Children,” she said, ‘as I came to 
school this morning I met Master Wil- 
liam. He told me that the ‘Los Angeles’ 
is coming over the campus this morn- 
ing. Tom Johnson’s father will be on 
board and he is going to drop a package 
for Tom, so the great ship will swing 
low. We must watch for it.” 

Then she went on'to-say that Master 
William did not know just what time the 
airship would arrive. He thought it 
would be about nine o’clock, but the bell 
on the power house would ring to warn 
of its approach. 

“And now, children,” said she, “let us 
work quietly so we shall not miss -the 
ringing of the ‘bell.” 

But nine o’clock did not bring the “Los 
Angeles” nor the ringing of the bell. The 
children worked even more joyously than 
usual, but listened as they worked. The 
“little recess” came, then the “big recess,’ 
and still the bell kept silence. Even 
during the noon hour, so full of interest 
in the dining room and on the playground, 
the great airship was not once forgotten. 
Master William had said it would come 
and they knew it would—some time. 
Thus the day wore away. The children 
did not neglect their lessons, nor did they 
fail for one minute to listen for the bell. 

“T’m so sorry,” said Teacher Laura 
at dismissal, “that the ‘Los Angeles’ has 
not come. Some of you who do not live 
in the school will miss seeing it, I fear. 
You cannot hear the bell from your 
homes.” 

“Well, if we can’t hear we shall not 
forget to watch,” said Billy, 

At his father’s call Billy sprang into 
the car and rode the nine miles to his 
home. 

Teacher Laura went to her room at 
the dormitory and in the pressure of eve- 
ning duties she herself forgot all about 
the “Los Angeles.” After the evening 
dinner she and many others were stroll- 
ing over the campus when suddenly tke 
power house bell began to ring. 

“What is it?” they asked one another. 
“Why is the bell ringing?” for’ many 
others, like Teacher Laura, had forgotten 
to watch. 

“The ‘Los Angeles’ is coming. The 
‘Los Angeles’ is coming! It must be 
near,’ some one suddenly called out. 

Now every eye.scanned the horizon. 
At last the great airship was seen sailing 
majestically along in the distance. Nearer 
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EASY-TO-SELL 12-page 


Messenger Scripture Text Calendar. 


Earn the money you need for your church 
sellingthefamous Messenger Scripture Text 
Calendar. No sales experience necessary — 
these beautiful, colorful, inspirational cal- 
endars sell themselves on sight! The work 
is easy, the time it takes is short, the profits 
are big. Our complete sales plans will help 
you organize the work. 
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NEXT TO THE BIBLE 
The Sunday School Worker's Best Friend 


PELOUBET’S 


SELECT NOTES 


FOR 1931 
3, AMOS RK. WELLS, | D., LL.D 
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A DAILY DIGEST OF THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL LESSONS FOR 1931 


A short, « 
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A. WILDE COMPANY 
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DELIGHTFUL CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
Name Pencil Sets Please the Children 





No. A~6 Pencils, REAL LEATHER CASE, NAME 
in ce) 
o. B3 Pencils, REAL LEATHER CASE, NAME 
in gold, 40c. 
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No. 3H—3 PENCILS, Holly Box, NAME in gold, 25¢ 
No. 6H—6 PENCILS, Holly Box,N AME in gold, 40c 


Insurence 10c extra. Send Check, Money Order 
or Stamps. 


UNIVERSAL PENCIL CO., 33 West 60th St., New York City 


A Whole Year for $1.00. 
tHE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching gratifying! 


ae Analysis fine, comments excellent,illustrations to the 
point.” J. W. Duvall. Sample copy free. $1.00 a year 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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“Christian Life” 
Series 
Sunday School 
Lesson Helps 


Following the 
International Uniform Lesson Topics 


Pointed, Sound, and Practical 


Sample Pack on Application 


Address: UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 
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FIFTH AVENUE HOTEL 


CENTER 





Grand Central Zone: Near the Shops 
Economy Hates. 


FOR ONE PERSON 
(Double Be Twin Beds) 


$350 pe A $ 5 ro $6 
FOR TWO PERSONS 
Only*1 Additional,anyRoom 
SUITES, Parlor, Bedroom and Bath 
(One or two Persons) $9, $10, $12 


801 ROOMS. Each with private bath 
(tub and shower)circulating ice water 
—mirrored doors. 
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ERSONAL STATIONERY 


OF THE “BETTER GRADE” 
100 Each Nete ew and Envelopes $2.00 


Your name and address on both in rich bronze blue 
ink, on high-grade vellum deckle edge paper. 63¢x10 
inches, with envelopes to match. 


Ideal Xmas Gift. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
Holmes Printing Co., Dept. S, 232 Greenwich St., New York City 








LIP READING {88 DEAFENED 


‘Thousands now surmounting their handicap by 
this nieans. Kinzie Method of Graded Instruction 
according to ability insures highest result of 
which the individu al is capable. 


KINZIE INSTITUTE OF SPEECH READING 
347 Madison Ave., New York City 

















¥ MEN! " 
‘Who use Talcum after shaving 
will find 


Cutieura Taleum 
Fragrant and Refreshing 


Saath eee Sandens Bose. 















GIFTS 
to make the most attrac- 
- 18 chyets of Fancy Wrap- 


ing pape: and designs, "3 
ge spools of hei latest oar ally seals ana en- 
closure cards. All in Fa ye SNe. Bed for: $1. Regu- 


une itnot not patio 


Mee ve nee 
Winter Night School of the Bible 
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and nearer it came till it was right over- 
head, and lo! Tom Johnson’s package 
was dropped and eager hands grasped it. 


3ut what of Billy in his: home nine 
miles away? Could he possibly have 
seen it? Did he miss it, or was he really 


watching ? 

“Oh, Billy,” said Teacher Laura, next 
morning at school, “I’m so sorry you 
missed seeing the ‘Los Angeles.’ It really 
did come at last.” 

“But, Teacher Laura, I didn’t miss it,” 
Billy replied. “I was watching for it. 
It went right over our house and was 
flying low. I got a good look at it.” 

“And you were where duty called and 
saw it as well as anyone,” the teacher 
remarked, with a knowing look at her 
pupil. ; 

“Why, sure, I had to go home when 
Papa came for me, and” — suddenly 
Billy’s eyes grew big and thoughtful and 
he was silent a moment. ° 

“Is that the way we have tc wait and 
watch and work,” he asked at last, “when 
we are watching for the Lord Jesus to 
come again?” 

“That is just the way,” 
teacher, softly. 


WESTFIELD, IND. 


answered his 





( For Family Worship ) 


q . By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 8 to 14 
Mon.—Acts 22:1-5. Saul’s Early Life. 


Saul’s early life was an unconscious 
preparation for his unprecedented life 
work. His elbow-touch with world 
traders in Tarsus made him a man 
of the cities, and fitted him to be “all 
things to all men’; his trade of tent- 
making enabled him to help make his 
own living when necessary.. He may 
possibly have gotten his Greek learning 
in Tarsus University; at any rate he was 
raised in a university town. His godly 
parents showed him the difference be- 
tween the Baal-worship at Tarsus and 
the holiness of the Temple. No one 
could have so grounded hitn in the Old 
Testament as “the Great Rabbi” Gamaliel. 
It was this foundation that the Holy 
Spirit used when he inspired Paul to 
write his Epistles. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: A British Chris- 
tian, much interested in Poland, suggests 
a number of prayer requests: For a fuller 
understanding of personal cleansing 
through the precious blood; for a deepen- 
ing of the Spirit-filled life of all the 
workers at Radost, and in all Poland. 


Tues.—Acts 22:6-15. Saul’s Conversion. 


If we had more trembling conversions 
today there would be fewer unconverted 
people in the church. Paul trembled 
when he was converted (Acts 9:6); so 
did his convert, the jailor (Acts 16: 29). 
Study alt that Paul says ke got at his 
new birth, especially an understanding 
of the will of God for him, and let us 
try to see that new converts in our church 
get the same. 

PraYerR SuGcestions: For the com- 
passionate love of God in the hearts of 
missionaries and teachers in Poland, and 
for the lost all about them. 


Wed.—Acts 9: 10-16. Saul’s Praying. 


If the professed new converts in our 
churches have not had the spirit of 
prayer fall upon them, their conversion 
is doubtless spurious. The genuine new 
birth leads to the joyous cry, “Abba, 
Father” (Rom. 8:15). 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: For a dozen 
earnest Jewish inanirers and young be- 
licvers who need the tenderest care along 
different lines, both spiritual and tem- 
poral. 

Thurs.—Acts 9:17-22. Paul Preaching. 

The light that blinded Saul’s eves also 
flooded his soul. The hope of the Mes- 
siah had filled his horizon all his life, 
and, since he was a born propagandist 








of whatever he believed, he must begin 
to preach his new-found truth, and do it 
at once. That is another sign of gen- 
uine conversion. 

PRAYER SucGcestions: Pray for di- 
vinely provided support of at least three 
to six additional “Jewish workers in a 
desperately needy field. Three Jewish 
workers are ready to go into Gospel 
evangelism when support is forthcoming. 


Three Jewish missionaries with families 


are suffering desperate hardships. 
Fri.—Acts 16: 6-10. Paul’s Vision. 


The verses for today are but a section 
of Paul’s vision. He had it at his con- 
version. Ananias assured him that Gen- 
tile world evangelization was his mission. 
The man of Macedonia typified Europe. 
Paul was not to finish evangelizing his 
fellow Asiatics before he went to our 
forbears, which ought to be a cause for 
never-dying gratitude to those of us who 
live in the Occident. 

Prayer SucGeEsTIons: Pray for per- 
secuted young believers, and their heart- 
broken Jewish .mothers, suffering gnaw- 
ing agony because of their supposedly 
renegade sons, and begging the mission- 
aries not to rob them of their grown-up 
children. 


Sat.—Acts 21: 27-36. Paul Persecuted. 


Paul’s own summary of his persecu- 
tions is found in 2 Corinthians 11: 23-27. 
He told his young understudy that “all 
that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12). It 
has not been as bad in Christendom since 
the Reformation as it was in the time 
of the Neros, but as the shadow of the 
Antichrist falls athwart our times, per- 
secution may be expected to increase. 

Prayer SuGcestions: Pray for wis- 
dom as to how to deal with the situation 
of converts who are thrown out of their 
homes and places of employment. 


Sun.—Isaiah 6:1-8. Isaiah’s Call. 


Since Isaiah saw the Lord sitting upon | 


a throne, high and lifted up, that Lord 
has experienced incarnation, crucifixion, 
resurrection, and ascension to the same 


(Lesson for Dec. 14) NOVEMBER 29, 1930 





American 
Tract Society 


(Organized 1625) 


Confident of earnest co-operation in its great 
and indispensable mission to counteract in- 
creasing atheism and religious indifference and 
to promote the Christian faith, through Chris- 
tian literature in many languages the Society 
issues unusually attractive 


ANNUITY BONDS 


Paying up to 9% 
A Guaranteed Life Income 
A Safe and Sound Investment 
A Gift Wisely Bestowed 


SAFE-GUARDED 


against Worry, Shrinkage, Expense or Loss. 
The principal wisely invested is intact while 
annuitant lives and the semi-annual payments 
assured. 


.A GRATEFUL ANNUITANT WRITES 


(One from many) 


‘tMy annuity bond with the American 
Tract Society is very satisfactory in every 
way. It is good to know that money invested 
will help the splendid’ work of the Society, 
and the semi-annual payments, always 
prompt, are so acceptable: J truly wish more 
people would take out the Annuity bonds.’’ 


Write today for Annuity Folders. 


American Tract Society 
7 West 45th St., New York, New York 
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throne. Because of these experiences he | 
has shed forth the Holy Spirit to cleanse 
us for our call. Are we yielding and 
listening for it? It really means we can 
share His wonderful throne life (Eph. 
2: 5, 6) 

PRAYER SucGcestions: Pray for the 
needed support of at least two gifted young 
Jewish believers to go to a Bible school 
either in Germany or England. 








TRY OUR RETURNABLE BOOK PLAN 


Why fill your Libraries with trash. We im- 
ported large shipment WHOLESOME, 
CHRIS‘ IAN FICTION. Priced 2g¢ to 
$2.00. Let us send you a consignment lot. 
Good discount. “Books returnable at our ex- 
pense if not satisfactor Ask for FREE 
CATALOGUE. AGENTS WANTED. 
WM. ‘B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 
Largest Religions Book House in America 
234 Pearl Street, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
























How much do you knowof the Bible? 
“Tesi Yourself and Others 


Go Till You Guess 400 


SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSY S 
each dealing with Bible facts, scenes,persons and places. 


Know Your Bible? cc 


SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSGS 9 
covering ihe most important facis of the Bible ° 


By Amos R.Wells — author of “Peloubels Select Notes” 
and one of America’s foremost Bible siudenis. 
Aw WILDE COMPANY ¢ ¢ © © © © -¢ 
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discouraged souls. 


For Every Home — In private 
reading or devotion and in family. 


Cloth Bound. 376 pages. $1.50 Postpaid. 
THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASSOCIATION 
Dept. T, 843 North Wells Street, Chicago 


A new glimpse of God’s love is revealed on every page of 


in the Desert” 


By Mrs. Chas. E. Cowman 


A strong, inspiring and deeply spiritual compilation of daily readings and 
meditations. Each selection flashes Divine truth and comfort into the dark- 
ness of doubt or distress and reveals a clearer vision of God’s loving care. 


An All-Occasion Gift—Also 
suitable for ren, suffering or 


worship this book is a benediction 
and an inspiration. ‘““—has been a 
great blessing. I wish it were in 
every Christian home.”—An active 
minister. 


Order your COPIES Today. 














At all Looksellers, or from the publishers 
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